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RECOGNIZING MR. GREGORY L.
REITZE

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Mr. Gregory L. Reitze for his lifelong
dedication as a firefighter in his community of
Middletown, Pennsylvania.

Mr. Reitze has been a member of Middle-
town Fire Company for the past 50 years. His
duties have ranged from Assistant Engineer to
Fire Chief, in 1997 and 1998. He has been
named Fireman of the Year twice, in 1966 and
1998. For 50 straight years, Gregory has been
named “A Top Ten of Middletown Fire Com-
pany responders.” When not fighting fires, he
owns and operates a contracting business in
Middletown Township and sits on the Middle-
town Township Planning Commission.

Mr. Reitze has dedicated his life to serving
others in his community, putting the safety of
others before himself. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor to recognize Gregory Reitze’s 50 years
of service to Middletown Township. On behalf
of the 7th district of Pennsylvania, we thank
him for his efforts.

———————

JOHNS MANVILLE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize and applaud Johns Manville for their
leadership and commitment to utilizing new
and advanced technologies.

Johns Manville focuses on developing mate-
rials to make diverse environments stronger,
more durable, and more energy efficient and
comfortable. The company manufactures pre-
mium quality building and mechanical insula-
tion, commercial roofing, glass fibers and
nonwoven materials for commercial, industrial,
and residential applications. JM products are
used in a variety of industries including build-
ing products, aerospace, automotive and
transportation, filtration, commercial interiors,
waterproofing and wind energy. The company
has 7,000 employees globally and provides
products to more than 85 countries and oper-
ates 45 mfg. facilities around the world.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Johns Manville for their well-deserved Innova-
tive Technology Award and their continued
contribution to Jefferson County.

HONORING ADELE WOODS, CEO
COOS COUNTY FAMILY HEALTH
SERVICES

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor Adele Woods from New Hampshire’s
Second Congressional District, who is retiring
after 33 years of service at Coos County Fam-
ily Health Services.

Adele has been instrumental in growing
CCFHS from a small organization helping low-
income women and their children into a com-
prehensive Federally Qualified Health Center
serving the primary care needs of the Granite
State’s Ar)d_roscog in Valley.

After joining CCFHS in 1981, Adele became
the director for their Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren Program, which provides health services
and helps meet the nutritional needs of
women with young families. In 1989, as Exec-
utive Director, she managed a staff of 32 peo-
ple on a meager budget. Under her guidance,
CCFHS successfully applied for federal funds
that enabled the agency to become a Federal
Community Health Center and to begin hiring
physicians to provide full scope primary health
services.

Approached by the Androscoggin Valley
Hospital in 2002, CCFHS soon acquired their
outpatient services operation. CCFHS now
has a staff of 125 people working from three
offices in Berlin, one medical office in Gorham,
and a RESPONSE outreach in Groveton pro-
viding sexual and domestic violence services
for New Hampshire’s North Country.

Under Adele’s leadership, CCFHS is now
recognized by the National Committee for
Quality Assurance as a Level 3 Patient-Cen-
tered Medical Home and meets the highest
standards of quality patient care. CCFHS be-
came a founding member of the North Country
Health Consortium, a rural health network ad-
dressing common health issues in the region.
CCFHS become an Accountable Care Organi-
zation and one of the first in the country to re-
ceive funding from the Centers for Medicare/

Medicaid Services.
Adele is a valued member of numerous

commissions and committees at both the state
and national level. | am honored to recognize
Adele Woods’ leadership and service to her
community, the Granite State, and the United
States of America.

————

HONORING DR. EDWARD ZIGLER

ON THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF
HEAD START

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride and admiration that | rise today to pay

tribute to Dr. Edward Zigler, the father of Head
Start, as we mark the 50th Anniversary of this
inspired early learning program. President
Lyndon B. Johnson once said, “We must open
the doors of opportunity. But we must also
equip our people to walk through those
doors.” That is what exactly what the Head
Start program has done for millions of children
across our nation for the last five decades.

In his 1964 State of the Union Address,
President Johnson declared a War on Poverty.
Central to this effort was the idea that access
to a comprehensive child development pro-
gram which ensured school readiness could
make all the difference for disadvantaged fam-
ilies. As policy makers, we often look to those
with field expertise for advise and counsel.
There are few that have served in these halls
in the last fifty years who will not recognize
the name Dr. Edward Zigler. A member of the
National Planning and Steering Committee for
Project Head Start, Ed was appointed the
founding Director of the Office of Child Devel-
opment, now the Administration on Children
and Families, to lead the Head Start program
and he has served as a consultant to every
Administration since the program’s inception.
Designed to break the cycle of poverty and
based on the fundamental idea that education
is critical to success, Head Start began as an
eight-week demonstration project and has
grown exponentially. Today, Head Start serves
over one million children in all 50 states, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S.
territories.

Re-authorized and expanded under each
Administration over the last fifty years, there is
no doubt that Head Start has had an impact
on the lives of some of our most vulnerable
citizens. Today, as we celebrate the 50th An-
niversary of Head Start, we also pay tribute to
the man whose invaluable contributions, not
only in its inception but throughout its imple-
mentation, have been the driving force behind
Head Start’s success. Ed Zigler, with his ex-
traordinary vision and unwavering tenacity,
has changed our understanding of the connec-
tions between poverty and education, shaped
our public policy, and changed the course of
millions of lives.

It has been my great privilege to have the
opportunity to work closely with Ed on issues
both here in Washington and in Connecticut. |
find myself in constant awe of his intellect and
commitment and consider myself fortunate to
call him my friend. Today, on behalf of the mil-
lions of families that have been changed for
the better by Head Start, | am honored to join
the National Head Start Association in extend-
ing my deepest thanks and sincere gratitude
to Dr. Edward Zigler. He has left an indelible
mark on our nation and his is a legacy that will
continue to improve the quality of life of those
most in need for generations to come.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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IN RECOGNITION OF BENEVO-
LENCE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH'’S 162ND ANNIVERSARY

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and pleasure to extend my sincere
congratulations to the congregation of Benevo-
lence Missionary Baptist Church in Randolph
County, Georgia as the church’s membership
and leadership celebrates a remarkable 162
years. The congregation of Benevolence Mis-
sionary Baptist Church celebrated this very
significant anniversary on Sunday, April 12,
2015 at the church near Cuthbert, Georgia.

Tracing its roots back to the pre-Civil War
era, the church was founded in 1853 when a
group of former slaves set off from their land-
owners’ church and boldly founded their own
place of worship. This establishment would
stand the test of time, becoming Benevolence
Missionary Baptist Church.

The Reverend Green McCarthy served as
the first pastor of the new congregation, Jake
Knighton served as the first deacon, and Dan
Knighton served as the first usher. Since none
of the members could read or write, Brother
T.J. Coram served as records keeper until an
African-American member, Brother Phelm
Knighton, could become clerk.

From the beginning, members paid what
they could. Ideally, this was ten cents—raised
to twenty-five cents in 1890—but when chick-
ens, eggs, or vegetables were all people could
come by, these were accepted instead. What
mattered most then, as now, was not the
money. It was the people—the people who
overcame oppression, the people who took a
risk in founding a new institution, and the peo-
ple who renewed a community. So long as
they remained united in their faith, they re-
mained unshakeable to the core, and the de-
tails would be arranged in time.

This ardent community of believers has ex-
tended its circle to include more and more
members as the years have gone by, though
it has never lost its essential character. Today,
the spirit and faith of its people are manifested
through four choirs, a Sunday school, a Mis-
sion and Vacation Bible School, a Trustee
Board, and Junior and Senior Usher Boards.
That same faith and spirit shine on even as
light from the new stained glass windows
paints churchgoers in colored, living vibrancy.
And this faith and spirit extend beyond the
church doors, in the presence of members
who give fully of themselves wherever they
go.
Throughout the years, many ministers have
been licensed or ordained from the church,
and a number of pastors, deacons, and clerks
have contributed to its legacy. The Reverend
J.L. Kegler serves as the current pastor,
alongside deacons Roy Burks, Richard Lee,
Rodney Burks, Allen Steve White, and William
Harrison, and clerks Yvonne Mitchner, Keisha
Burks, Donella Knighton, and Monica Harris.

The story of Benevolence Missionary Baptist
Church, which recounts a long history of a
group of believers coming together through
the good and difficult times to praise and wor-
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ship the Lord, is truly an inspiring one of the
dedication and perseverance of a faithful con-
gregation of people who put all their love and
trust in God.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to Benevolence Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Randolph County,
Georgia for its congregation’s enduring com-
mitment, despite adversity, to each other and
to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May their
actions continue to inspire the community in
courage, in dedication, and in faith.

———

RECOGNIZING MR. W. SCOTT
REITZE

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. W. Scott Reitze for his lifelong
public service to Middletown, Pennsylvania.

Mr. Reitze has been a member of the Mid-
dletown Township Fire Company since 1965.
Throughout his tenure he has held positions of
Chief Engineer, the Chairman of Company Ap-
paratus Committee, and Fire Chief for the
Company for 14 years. He was named Fire-
man of the Year in 1970 and 2002. Scott now
sits on the Board of Directors. He is a retired
engineer with the Kimberly Clark Corporation.

Over the last 50 years, Scott Reitze has put
others before himself and he continues to do
so. His years of dedicated service are a testa-
ment of what the Middletown Township com-
munity means to him. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor for me to recognize Mr. W. Scott Reitze
and thank him for his service to Pennsylvania.

REMEMBERING EARL HARRIS

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sadness and sincere admiration that |
take this time to remember a dear friend and
one of Indiana’s finest legislators, State Rep-
resentative Earl Harris of East Chicago. On
Monday, March 23, 2015, Earl, a member of
the Indiana House of Representatives for the
past thirty-three years, passed away at the
age of 73. Remembered by his colleagues
and constituency as a consummate gentlemen
and champion for Northwest Indiana, Earl will
be deeply missed by his devoted family, be-
loved friends, and the citizens he so faithfully
served.

Earl Harris was born in Kerrville, Ten-
nessee, on November 8, 1941. Following his
graduation from Woodstock High School in
1959, he relocated to Northwest Indiana to fur-
ther his education. Earl attended both Indiana
University Northwest and Purdue University
Calumet, located in Northwest Indiana, as well
as the lllinois Institute of Technology. Although
he was well-known for his career in public of-
fice, Mr. Harris’s lifetime of service to his fel-
low citizens predates his election to the Indi-
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ana General Assembly. To those who knew
him, it is no surprise that, as a young man,
Earl spent six years as an enlisted member of
the Navy Reserve. Throughout his life, Mr.
Harris was also a small business owner, an
employee of Inland Steel, and a fixed assets
administrator for the School City of East Chi-
cago.

Since his election to the Indiana House of
Representatives in 1982, Representative Earl
Harris proved himself to be, first and foremost,
a devoted public servant. His colleagues in In-
dianapolis will forever remember him as a true
visionary, a tireless advocate for the people of
Northwest Indiana, and the finest of role mod-
els for any young legislator to emulate. Among
his legislative accomplishments was the cre-
ation of a Lake Michigan marina development
commission intended to promote economic de-
velopment along the lake. This idea later got
folded into the Marquette Plan that the North-
west Indiana Regional Development Authority
is now implementing in Lake and Porter Coun-
ties.

His constituents will remember his kindness
and his willingness to help in any way he
could. | will miss working with Earl, as | have
for many years, but will never forget his
warmth and his compassion, as well as his re-
lentless desire to leave Northwest Indiana,
and the entire state, better than he found it.

While he was tirelessly committed to the
people of Indiana, Earl Harris leaves to cher-
ish his memory the most important people in
his life, his devoted wife, Donna, and loving
son, Earl Jr., as well as his extended family
and the many people who were fortunate to
call him a friend.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
paying tribute to one of Indiana’s finest, State
Representative Earl Harris, for his outstanding
leadership, devotion to his community, and
commitment to improving the quality of life for
residents of Northwest Indiana and throughout
the state. His dedication to his family, friends,
and those he so faithfully served is worthy of
our admiration. | am proud to have called him
my friend.

PASON SYSTEMS
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize and applaud Pason Systems for
their community leadership and economic con-
tribution to Jefferson County.

Pason is a leading global provider of spe-
cialized data management systems for drilling
rigs. The company’s solutions, which include
data acquisition, well site reporting, remote
communications and web-based information
management, enable collaboration between
the rig and the office.

Pason expanded from 37,000 to 52,737 sq.
ft. in Golden’s Coors Technology Center. The
company hired an additional 11 employees
after the facility was complete, bringing em-
ployment to 254 people.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Pason Systems for their well-deserved Busi-
ness Recognition Award.
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RECOGNIZING JOB CORPS’ 50-YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in recognition of Job Corps’ 50-year
anniversary. Born in 1965, Job Corps was de-
signed as a collaboration between public
agencies and private sector businesses and
employers to help poor and unemployed
young people gain the credentials and em-
ployment skills to build careers. Fifty years
later, more than 3 million jobless and under-
educated youth, employers and local commu-
nities have benefitted from this successful
model—a comprehensive residential, aca-
demic and career preparation program. Each
year, more than 50,000 at-risk youth obtain
the employment and life skills necessary to
start a career. More than 80 percent of Job
Corps graduates obtain jobs, enroll in higher
education, or enter the military.

Furthermore, Job Corps facilities play an im-
portant role in their local communities. With
125 campuses across America, Job Corps
represents a base of economic activity in
American communities that is particularly im-
portant during challenging economic times.
For example, 228 local jobs are directly or in-
directly supported by the average Job Corps
campus each year, and $1.91 in local eco-
nomic activity is generated by each dollar in-
vested in Job Corps. The Pine Knot Job Corps
in McCreary County, Kentucky and the Carl D.
Perkins Job Corps Center in Floyd County,
Kentucky are two successful Job Corps facili-
ties in my district that have made important
contributions to their communities.

Each year, more than 50,000 high school
dropouts, homeless young adults, young par-
ents, students with learning disabilities, and
youth aging out of the foster care system en-
roll in Job Corps because it provides every-
thing they need to start successful careers
and become financially independent. Job
Corps’ open-entry, open-exit model allows
dedicated academic and vocational profes-
sionals to create self-paced work plans for
youth. Counselors, academic and vocational
instructors, and residential advisors work with
students 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, not
only on career pursuits but also on life skills,
such as financial literacy and responsible citi-
zenship.

| thank Job Corps for its dedication to
changing the lives of America’s at-risk, jobless
and disenfranchised youth. Job Corps remains
a community-changing program that affects
thousands across the United States. Job
Corps continues to evolve and adapt to the
changing needs of our youth, businesses and
economic conditions and | appreciate their
continued dedication.

———

HONORING THE PASSING OF MRS.
BARBARA CROWTHER STUART
EDWARDS

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize the passing of Barbara Crowther
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Stuart Edwards. Mrs. Edwards passed away
peacefully on March 5, 2015, at Westminister
Canterbury in Richmond, Virginia. She is sur-
vived by her four children, Charles Edward
Stuart Ill; Anne Ruth Stuart and Elizabeth Stu-
art Valentine; and The Hon. Richard Henry
Stuart and their grandchildren, as well as her
brother Rudolph Prosser Crowther and several
nieces and nephews. Mrs. Edwards was a lov-
ing mother and grandmother, who enjoyed
spending time with her family. When she
wasn’t with her family Mrs. Edwards was ei-
ther teaching or serving as a devoted member
of Andrew Chapel United Methodist Church.
Mrs. Edwards will be missed by members of
her community, students, and family.

———

MEDICARE ACCESS AND CHIP
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, on March 26th,
the House passed H.R. 2, the Medicare Ac-
cess and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015.
H.R. 2 will repeal the flawed Sustainable
Growth Rate (SGR) formula and replace it
with a bipartisan agreement to improve the
Medicare payment system and return stability
to physician payments.

The Balanced Budget Act of 1997 created
SGR in an attempt to control spending in the
Medicare program, and it was adopted for
TRICARE as well. For years, this methodology
has consistently produced unrealistic expendi-
ture targets that trigger untenable reductions
in payment rates to doctors providing services
to Medicare patients.

Congress has repeatedly buried the true
cost of this policy through annual Congres-
sional overrides of these scheduled cuts. Each
of these short-term “doc fixes” has achieved
the important goal of averting an immediate
crisis in access to physicians for Medicare
beneficiaries, but has exacerbated a longer-
term crisis in Medicare financing.

Continued reliance on short-term patches
creates instability in the health care system
and the economy as a whole. Doctors have
been hamstrung by yearly doubt about what
reimbursement rates will be, and patients have
had to pay the eventual price in uneven, sub-
standard quality of care. Enactment of H.R. 2
will bring stability back to our health care sys-
tem.

| voted for H.R. 2 because this legislation
not only repeals the SGR, but also preserves
and extends the Children’s Health Insurance
Program and provides funding for Community
Health Centers through 2017. These programs
are important in ensuring that those who need
it most have access to health care. | remain
concerned that the bill included an unneces-
sary provision restating current law on abor-
tion coverage restrictions. The Hyde Amend-
ment language, which has been included in
annual appropriations bills since 1976, re-
stricts women’s access to health care and dis-
proportionately discriminates against women
of color, immigrants, and young people. Mov-
ing forward, we must work to ensure that
women get access to health care, not continue
policies that limit it.
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Medicare has guaranteed essential health
protections to seniors and certain disabled
persons for nearly four decades. Fixing the
physician Medicare reimbursement system is
important to ensuring continued high quality
care for Americans. | believe Medicare is more
than just a program; it is a covenant that ex-
ists between the government and the Amer-
ican people, and | supported H.R. 2 to keep
that covenant.

———

TRIBUTE TO MS. ERMELLE SMART
CREW WILLIAMS

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation.

Whereas, reaching the age of 88 years is a
remarkable milestone; and

Whereas, Ms. Ermelle Smart Crew Williams
was born on March 23, 1927 and today she is
celebrating that milestone; and

Whereas, Ms. Williams has been blessed
with a long, happy life, devoted to God and
credits it all to the Will of God; she is a mem-
ber of Turner Chapel Baptist Church and a
sister in the local Prince Hall Order of Eastern
Stars; and

Whereas, Ms. Williams is celebrating her
88th Birthday with her family members, church
members and friends here in Georgia, she
celebrates a life of blessings; as a Mother,
Grandmother, Great Grandmother, friend,
community servant and leader; and

Whereas, the Lord has been her Shepherd
throughout her life and she prays daily and is
leading by example a blessed life; an advo-
cate, faithful matriarch and a community lead-
er; and

Whereas, we are honored that she is cele-
brating the milestone of her 88th birthday in
Georgia; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Ms. Ermelle Smart
Crew Williams for an exemplary life which is
an inspiration to all, now therefore, I, HENRY
C. “HANK” JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim
March 23, 2015 as Ms. Ermelle Smart Crew
Williams Day in the 4th Congressional District
of Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 23rd day of March, 2015.

COORSTEK
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize and applaud CoorsTek for their
community leadership and economic contribu-
tion to Jefferson County.

CoorsTek develops, manufactures and sells
engineered solutions for a multitude of indus-
trial and commercial applications that incor-
porate advanced materials such as technical
ceramics, engineered components, assemblies
and systems.

CoorsTek origins lie in cookware and pot-
tery when in 1910, Adolph Coors, a board
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member of the original company, assumed
ownership and eventually renamed it Coors
Porcelain Company. During WWI, the US gov-
ernment sought out ceramic companies to as-
sume the manufacture of critical products such
as chemical and scientific lab ware, which had
been supplied by Germany. Coors Porcelain
answered the call and began making critical
components in a variety of ceramic materials.
In 1986, the company name was changed to
Coors Ceramics Company to better reflect its
core competencies in a variety of technical ce-
ramics. In 1992, Coors Ceramics was one of
four subsidiaries spun-off from the brewery
family of companies and became part of ACX
Technologies, a new holding company.

CoorsTek recently purchased a 300,000 sq.
ft. facility in the Coors Technology Center to
expand its manufacturing operations. In 2014,
the company announced the opening of its
new plant in the Coors Technology Center to
produce  premium lightweight ~ ceramic
proppants, sand-sized solid materials used to
keep induced hydraulic fractures open allow-
ing oil and gas to flow.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
CoorsTek for their well-deserved Business
Recognition Award.

———

CONGRATULATING 2015 BLUE STAR
NEIGHBOR AWARD WINNER

HON. KATHERINE M. CLARK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of Mark Johnson
who received the 2015 Blue Star Neighbor
Award from Blue Star Families, Inc.

Mark spent the winter of 2014 clearing the
steps and driveways of service members and
their families while they were deployed. He
demonstrated leadership, kindness, generosity
and a true sense of community through his
willingness to lend a helping hand, going
above and beyond for his neighbor, Chief
Warrant Officer Sean Durkee and the veterans
in the city of Waltham, Massachusetts.

Blue Star Families, Inc. held an essay con-
test about neighbors who helped servicemen
while deployed. Friend Kelly Durkee-Erwin,
and sister of Sean, entered Mark’s story in the
contest. In January of 2015, Kelly was alerted
that Mark’s volunteerism, service and friend-
ship would be rightfully recognized through the
Blue Star Neighbor Award.

First Lady Michelle Obama, Jill Biden’s Join-
ing Forces, The Creative Coalition and Mark
Johnson were recently recognized by Blue
Star Families, Inc. in Washington, DC for their
service, achievements and support of military
families.

Mark is an inspiration to us all. His actions
motivate us to strengthen our communities by
giving back. | thank him for his service to Wal-
tham families and congratulate him for his
achievements.
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TRIBUTE TO GARY PAGLIANO
HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to salute the career of a distinguished servant
of Congress in the field of international energy
and national defense. Gary Pagliano, whom |
am proud to represent, will retire this month
from the Congressional Research Service with
40 years of continual service to his country
and to Congress, having joined CRS in 1974.

Gary graduated from the State University of
New York in 1971 and received a Master’s de-
gree in Public Administration from Cornell Uni-
versity in 1974. He is a proud graduate of the
National War College from which he received
a Master's degree in National Security Strat-
egy in 1997.

As a CRS specialist, first in energy policy
and then in defense policy, Gary wrote about
a variety of issues, including U.S. energy pro-
grams and policies, OPEC and world oil mar-
kets, defense acquisitions, defense contrac-
tors, the defense industrial base, and NATO.
In 1984, Gary became the first CRS Senior
Fellow to spend a year at the Atlantic Council,
a program that then ran for many years. In
1997, he was appointed to manage CRS'’s De-
fense Budget Section, a position he held with
distinction until late last year.

Over the decades, Gary Pagliano has
helped set the standards of excellence for
which CRS is known today. He leaves behind
not only a distinguished public service career
but a legacy of leadership and mentorship to
colleagues, congressional staff, and defense
policy analysts. | ask my colleagues to join me
in expressing our deepest gratitude and ap-
preciation to him for his four decades of serv-
ice to Congress and to our nation.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF LES
WILLIAMS

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to remem-
ber an amazing American and an outstanding
patriot. Mr. Les Williams has died at the age
of 95. Mr. Wiliams was one of the heroic
Tuskegee Airmen. He was awarded the Con-
gressional Gold Medal for his service to this
nation. He was also a Stanford undergraduate
and law school graduate, and a distinguished
attorney in my district for many years.

Mr. Williams grew up in San Mateo and was
part of a middle-class African American com-
munity in San Mateo until the Great Depres-
sion financially devastated his family. In order
to earn money for his college education, he
started a business teaching dance. When
America entered World War II, Mr. Williams
volunteered to join the Army Air Corps. Only
after the war did he learn that his original ap-
plication was denied because he was African
American.

The Army drafted Mr. Williams and placed
him into a laborer’s job working on the docks,
a job that ordinarily would have ended his fly-
ing career before it began. As disappointed as
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he was, however, Mr. Williams was a patriot.
As he later said, “| became a worker. | wasn’t
very proud of that. | had to go. One thing
though, | was going to do what my country
told me to do because | was an American and
I'll always be an American.”

Mr. Williams and others also formed a band
and Mr. Williams danced. After a performance
at a Kaiser shipyard, a general congratulated
Mr. Williams and the band. The general also
asked if he could help the men in any way
and Mr. Wiliams immediately volunteered,
again, to fly. Shortly thereafter, Les Williams
was on his way to Tuskegee, Alabama, truly
a rendezvous with history.

His training in Tuskegee was rigorous, but
even more demanding was the culture of dis-
crimination in Tuskegee. As he later noted,
discrimination existed in his hometown of San
Mateo, but it was nothing like Tuskegee. For
example, failing to wait for a white person to
cross the street could get you dragged from
the car and beaten. This was a level of vio-
lence that Les Williams had not faced before.

Les Williams was a great pilot. He’d never
been near a plane before going to ground
school, but Les Williams excelled. The white
officer who gave him his check out flight test
had a 100% record of washing out African
American students. But he didn’t wash out Les
Williams. At the time, the officer noted that Mr.
Williams was cocky, but also noted that fighter
pilots needed to be cocky. Mr. Williams even-
tually switched to bombers and enjoyed flying
the B—25. However, the war wouldn’t wait. By
the time the Army Air Corps assembled a full
cockpit bomber crew, the war was over.

After the war, Captain Les Williams returned
to San Mateo and started a successful dance
studio. Here, in his hometown, he again faced
a lot of prejudice. He won the right to build his
dance study on a 3-2 vote of the City Council,
with at least one resident throwing her purse
at him in anger over the idea that an African
American could be allowed to build a new
structure in a largely white part of town. By
1947, Mr. Williams also entered Stanford Uni-
versity on the G.l. bill, graduating with a de-
gree in history. He continued operating his
dance studio for about 25 years and eventu-
ally returned to Stanford to study law, grad-
uating in the 1970’s. He was an active and
distinguished attorney in our community for
many years. He is survived by his wife, Elsie,
daughters Penny and Paula, two grandsons
and two great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, through his dedication to
America Les Williams proved one thing be-
yond a shadow of a doubt: He was a patriot.
A man who loved America and who worked
hard to overcome the barriers placed in his
path, he personified the energetic pursuit of
opportunity in this nation. We owe the
Tuskegee Airmen our gratitude for helping to
break the color barrier, but we owe Les Wil-
liams our respect because he not only broke
the barrier but also set the bar of achievement
higher for all America.

Today, let us remember Les Williams when
we think of equality under the law. At 95 years
old upon his passing, Les Williams is a man
who willed to each of us decades of oppor-
tunity, provided we have the wisdom to pre-
serve and to nurture his legacy.
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF SOFIA
MENDOZA

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Mrs. Sofia “Sophie” Mendoza.
Her passing was unexpected, and represents
a huge loss to the community in San José.
Sophie was born in 1934 in Fillmore, Cali-
fornia. Her father was a labor organizer, and
would often move the family in search of new
opportunities. After relocating to Arizona in
1939, Sophie settled in San José while attend-
ing Campbell Grammar School and Campbell
High School.

Sophie’s father would often tell her “we are
born into this life with a purpose to help one
another.” Sophie would go on to dedicate her
life to fight injustice wherever she saw it,
eventually becoming one of the most accom-
plished community organizers in California’s
history. She frequently crossed paths with
leaders such as United Farm Workers founder
César Chavez, author Ernesto Galarza, and
playwright Luis Valdez.

Sophie’s first major accomplishment came
early in high school. Campbell High School,
which had few Latino students, had French,
German, and Math clubs but no Spanish club.
Frustrated, she complained to her father who
encouraged her to find a solution. Refusing to
be marginalized, she circulated petitions,
talked to teachers and raised enough signa-
tures to establish the Spanish Club at Camp-
bell High. It was the beginning of a journey
pursuing equity and recognition for all.

Sophie met her husband, Gilbert Mendoza,
shortly after completing high school and began
studying at San José State University. At the
end of her third year, the couple married and
started a family. Sophie involved her children
in organizing from the beginning. Her son was

able to name every San José City
Councilmember before he started the first
grade.

Sophie went on to start United People
Arriba, an umbrella organization that brought
together grassroots community organizations
and managed multiple political projects. She
was instrumental in establishing the first major
health clinic in East San José, personally led
a 2,000 person demonstration against police
brutality, and worked with international delega-
tions from Nicaragua and El Salvador to pro-
mote peace. When she learned that her chil-
dren’s schools were receiving unequal fund-
ing, she organized the first student walkout in
California history. She was a trailblazer who
left a lasting impact in San José. | am here
today to recognize her as one of San José’s
most influential leaders.

Sophie is survived by her children Rick,
Agustin, Sandra and William, with five grand-
children and two great-grandchildren. The old-
est sibling of five children, Sophie is survived
by her siblings Robert, Larry and Margaret.

Mr. Speaker, we commend Mrs. Sophia
Mendoza for her years of dedication and com-
mitment to San José and the Latino commu-
nity. Her contributions serve as an example of
what can be accomplished by uniting our com-
munities and working toward positive change.
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BLACKHAWK EQUIPMENT
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize and applaud Blackhawk Equipment
for their community leadership and economic
contribution to Jefferson County.

Blackhawk is a leader in the air compressor
industry and provides comprehensive air solu-
tions and services. The company has over
100 years combined experience in the industry
and employs four DOE Certified AirMaster +
Specialists. Blackhawk is the premier rotary
screw, oil-free, and centrifugal air compressor
distributor in Colorado. They also specialize in
air dryers, cooling towers, air audits, air tools,
custom controls, skid packages, portables and
rental air.

Recently, Blackhawk expanded in the city of
Arvada by moving from a 10,000 sq. ft. facility
into a 26,500 sq. ft. facility to accommodate
growth. The company hired 5 new employees
in 2014 and added $500,000 in new capital in-
vestment.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Blackhawk Equipment for their well-deserved
Business Recognition Award.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH: HON-
ORING DR. JULIETA V. GARCIA
AND IRMA RANGEL

HON. FILEMON VELA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise in
honor of Women’s History Month. The 34th
Congressional District of Texas is home to in-
spirational women who have broken barriers
and significantly improved the quality of life for
countless South Texas families. Today, | take
the time to honor two of them—Julieta V. Gar-
cia and Irma Rangel.

Dr. Julieta V. Garcia built her legacy on
making higher education accessible to South
Texans. She served as the president of the
University of Texas at Brownsville (UTB) from
1992 to 2014. In 2009, Time Magazine listed
Dr. Garcia among the top ten college presi-
dents, and last year, she was named by CNN
Money/Fortune as one of the World’s 50
Greatest Leaders. During Dr. Garcia’s tenure,
her relentless advocacy for increasing access
to higher education in South Texas is reflected
in UTB’s enroliment statistics. The UTB stu-
dent body is 91% Hispanic, and 71% are first-
generation college students. Her forward-think-
ing leadership laid the foundation for establish-
ment of the University of Texas Rio Grande
Valley. Recently, Julieta Garcia took on a new
role as the first executive director of The Uni-
versity of Texas—Americas Institute, which fo-
cuses on developing the next generation of
leaders through a non-partisan venue that
convenes discussions on critical issues of
global significance.

Irma Rangel, a St. Mary’s Law School grad-
uate, served in the Texas State Legislature
from 1976 to 2003. She was the first Mexican
American woman elected to the Texas House
of Representatives. Her legislative career fo-
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cused on the concerns of women and children
and how to provide them a mechanism for
progress. She established education and em-
ployment programs for mothers on public as-
sistance, built centers to protect victims of
abuse, and labored to make voting more ac-
cessible for all Texans. In 1994, Irma Rangel
was inducted into the Texas Women’s Hall of
Fame. Rangel's contributions will live on
through the many families her work brought
into the middle class. She died on March 18,
2003, from cancer. The Irma Rangel College
of Pharmacy opened its doors at Texas A&M
University-Kingsville on August 10, 2006.

During Women’s History Month, we are re-
minded of those who broke down barriers for
future generations. | encourage all to take a
moment today to reflect on the contributions
women have made to our nation. | thank these
women and others who have dedicated them-
selves to service.

HONORING WILLIAM ‘ZEKE’
GRADER, JR.

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with my colleagues, NANCY PELOSI, MIKE
THOMPSON, and JACKIE SPEIER, to recognize
the incredible legacy of William ‘Zeke’ Grader,
Jr., who has tirelessly served California’s fish-
ermen and coastal communities and as an en-
vironmental champion and community leader
for many decades. Always willing to share his
vast knowledge and expertise with others,
Zeke has helped fishermen to define their in-
terest in battles over offshore oil and gas de-
velopment, land-use, timber harvesting, water
allocation, and other issues of social equity
and sustainability.

From an early age, Zeke Grader grew up in
the coastal fishing community. His father
founded Grader Fish, Co., in Fort Bragg, Cali-
fornia, to buy, process, and broker fresh, local
fish. Zeke spent much of his childhood on the
family dock, helping fishermen to unload their
catch. He graduated from Fort Bragg High
School and moved south to attend Sonoma
State University, where he studied political
science and graduated in 1970.

Zeke Grader served his country in the
United States Marine Corps before obtaining a
law degree from the University of San Fran-
cisco and passing the California State Bar in
1975. At that time, Congress was deliberating
how to assert our national sovereignty over a
two-hundred mile wide economic zone in order
to curb foreign overfishing in U.S. waters,
allow depleted stocks to recover, and con-
serve fishery resources. Amidst such explo-
sive public interest in natural resource protec-
tion, some in the fishing industry felt threat-
ened by the burgeoning environmental move-
ment. Zeke Grader was asked to serve as the
executive officer of the newly formed Pacific
Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations
(PCFFA), and he led the organization in a
more productive and effective direction by em-
bracing efforts to protect the coastal environ-
ment.

With Zeke at the helm, the PCFFA took a
leading role in crafting important state and fed-
eral legislation to preserve the coastal fishing
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industry. Zeke lobbied strongly for California’s
1988 Salmon, Steelhead Trout, and Anad-
romous Fisheries Program Act, which called
for a statewide salmon conservation plan to
double the present numbers of wild salmon.
He pushed for modernization of the federal
Fishery Conservation and Management Act,
litigated to expedite water quality restoration
under the federal Clean Water Act, and fought
for protections of fishing grounds by orga-
nizing for the prevention and clean-up of pe-
troleum spills.

In 1988, the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration honored Zeke Grader
with its prominent Environmental Hero award.
For many Zeke has been a hero over many
decades and his tireless efforts to protect the
wild California Coast have ensured the
present vitality of our fishing communities.

Our friend and former colleague George Mil-
ler is one of those who counts Zeke as an in-
spiration. He passed along this message to us
to include in the RECORD: “Zeke Grader has
been my friend almost my entire time in the
Congress. During that time Zeke has been a
leader in our state, on the Pacific Coast and
in our nation to give voice and rights to the
men and women of our vital and historic com-
mercial fishing industry. The Pacific coast fish-
eries from time to time are threatened with
droughts, economic downturns, high fuel
prices, habitat destruction, and bad public pol-
icy. Through it all, Zeke Grader has led this
magnificent group of fishers to maintain and
grow our fisheries. So many people in Califor-
nia’s diverse economy are dependent on their
success. The commercial fishers of the Pacific
coast must both catch and protect this mag-
nificent species. Zeke Grader for so many
years has successfully advocated for both the
fish and the fishers. All of us owe him great
thanks.”

Today, Zeke continues his strong advocacy
by working with and advising leaders at every
level of industry and government. His legacy
shows us the lasting positive impact that one
man can have on countless others and he has
shown that you can build a thriving and sus-
tainable economy without depleting natural re-
sources for future generations. Mr. Speaker, it
is fitting that we honor Zeke today for his work
in representing the fishing community, and we
express our deepest appreciation for his
friendship and his service.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF CHRIS KYKER
HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a remarkable individual for her dedi-
cation to the State of Texas. | would like to
congratulate and thank Mrs. Chris Kyker for
her hard work and her passion for service.

She has spent the last 90 years simply giv-
ing back to the world around us. | was re-
cently informed that she was honored by the
Texas Legislature in naming the Texas Silver
Haired Legislature Foundation. This achieve-
ment served as an indication of the hard work,
determination, joy, and kindness that she has
continued to embody.

Chris is a leading volunteer for the state of
Texas. She has served as the Founding Direc-
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tor of the West Central Texas Area Agency on
Aging (1974-1979), she has served as the
Founding Executive Director of the Texas De-
partment on Aging (1979-1984), she assisted
with the transition of the Texas Health and
Human Services Commission (2003-2005),
and she served as the Founding President
and CEO of Disabilities Resources Inc. of Abi-
lene, Texas. She has served in more than 32
volunteer offices, and in 2014 the Chris Kyker
Endowment for Seniors Fund was established.
From serving the state to serving her fellow
man, Chris’ accomplishments have been ap-
preciated. Her passion and drive are com-
mendable. In our rapidly shifting world and
fast-paced lifestyles it is always impressive to
find someone like Chris that give so gener-
ously of their time and effort to positively im-
pact the lives of people of Texas.

While we take the time to reflect on all of
Chris’ achievements, it is important to ac-
knowledge that her belief in giving to those
around her comes from the genuine kindness
of a remarkable woman.

| want to express my heartiest congratula-
tions and thanks to Chris Kyker on her out-
standing accomplishments and for her im-
mense contribution to the State of Texas.

———

16TH DISTRICT CONGRESSIONAL
LAW ENFORCEMENT AWARDS

HON. VERN BUCHANAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to law enforcement men and
women who have provided distinctive service
to the people of Florida’s 16th Congressional
District.

Law enforcement is a demanding profession
that requires sacrifice, courage and a dedica-
tion to serve others. Every day, brave men
and women put themselves in harm’s way to
enforce the laws of our society and protect
public safety. They deserve our gratitude and
respect.

Four years ago, | established the 16th Dis-
trict Congressional Law Enforcement Awards,
CLEA, to give special recognition to law en-
forcement officers, departments, or units for
exceptional achievement.

This year, | will present congressional law
enforcement awards to the following winners
chosen by an independent panel comprised of
current and retired law enforcement personnel
representing a cross-section of the district's
law enforcement community.

Officer Steven Ogline of the Holmes Beach
Police Department will receive the Above and
Beyond the Call of Duty Award and will be
named Congressional Officer of the Year.

Sergeant William F. Pascoe of the Florida
Highway Patrol will receive the Career Service
Award.

Deputy Dan Durrance and Deputy Chris-
topher Folds of the Manatee County Sheriff's
Office, Sergeant Brian Woodring and Deputy
Ryan Frailing of the Sarasota County Sheriff's
Office, Patrolman First Class Dustin Cohen of
the North Port Police Department and Officer
Lucciano Diaz of the Palmetto Police Depart-
ment will receive the Preservation of Life
Award.

Detective Robert Armstrong of the Sarasota
City Police Department, Master Patrol Officer

April 13, 2015

Jose Santos of the Bradenton Police Depart-
ment, Detective John McHenry of the Sara-
sota County Sheriff’'s Office, Sergeant Scott
King of the North Port Police Department and
Officer Ruth Terry of the Venice Police De-
partment will receive the Dedication and Pro-
fessionalism Award.

The following Members of the Sarasota
County civilian community response team
FOCUS: Pastor Kelvin Lumpkin, Pastor Peter
Greenidge and Minister Leslie Harrell of the
Light of the World Church, Dr. Trevor Harvey,
President of Sarasota Florida NAACP, Carolyn
Mason, Sarasota County Commissioner and
Dr. John Walker of Bethel Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church will receive the Associate
Service Award.

MEURER RESEARCH

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize and applaud Meurer Research for
their community leadership and economic con-
tribution to Jefferson County.

Meurer Research engineers and manufac-
tures sophisticated products to solve complex
issues facing water and wastewater treatment
facilities worldwide. Founded in 1978, MRI has
over 50 patents, both foreign and domestic,
and over 5,000 installations. The company of-
fers a range of products geared to optimizing
water and wastewater treatment facilities.

Meurer Research, Inc. expanded into a
43,320 square-foot facility in the Coors Tech-
nology Center, located in Golden. The com-
pany also has plans to grow to 95 employees
over the next couple of years, with new capital
investment for the expansion expected to be
more than $2 million.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Meurer Research for their well-deserved Busi-
ness Recognition Award.

———

TRIBUTE TO BLESSED
SACRAMENT HIGH SCHOOL

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay special recognition to the Blessed Sac-
rament Catholic School as it celebrates its
100th anniversary.

Blessed Sacrament Catholic School was
founded in 1915 as the first Jesuit sponsored
school in Hollywood. Initially founded on Holly-
wood Boulevard, the Blessed Sacrament
Catholic School was relocated to Sunset Bou-
levard where it currently stands. The new par-
ish was later designated as an official historic
landmark.

Throughout its hundred year service, the
school has been dedicated to its mission
statement, “As a learning community, we com-
mit ourselves to the education of the whole
person by developing mind, body, and spirit of
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our children. We are focused on teaching re-
sponsible communication skills that fosters ex-
cellence in self-expression and community in-
volvement.” The school has developed a rig-
orous curriculum consisting of a balance be-
tween college preparatory classes and vol-
untary community outreach. By providing such
an academically rich, faith filled learning envi-
ronment, Blessed Sacrament Catholic School
has shaped its students into successful busi-
ness owners, film producers, community lead-
ers and philanthropists.

While upholding strong academic excel-
lence, Blessed Sacrament Catholic School
truly reflects the rich diversity of Los Angeles.
Currently the school exceeds the state’s aver-
age private school diversity rate, with students
coming for a multitude of backgrounds. The
school's success not be possible without a
highly dedicated faculty, staff and administra-
tion who selflessly invest their time into pro-
ductively influencing each student.

| ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring Blessed Sacrament Catholic School
upon the celebration of its 100th year of edu-
cating children in the Jesuit tradition and
bettering the Hollywood community.

————

CELEBRATING THE 70TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LIBERATION OF
AUSCHWITZ

HON. E. SCOTT RIGELL

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, celebrating the
70th anniversary of the liberation of Ausch-
witz—forever a symbol of human evil and de-
pravity—and the end of WWII, history’s blood-
iest war claiming 50 million lives, along with
celebrating the 67th anniversary of the State
of Israel reborn in its wake, we are duty-bound
to remember these milestones that humanity
may yet be free from threats to its very sur-
vival.

As a son of Polish Holocaust survivors who
spent his early childhood in Kazakhstan, Po-
land, Austria and Germany, | wrote the fol-
lowing poem, “So unpredictably, in a humble
corner/Of the Displaced Persons Camps/Ex-
hibit in Richmond’s Virginia Holocaust/Mu-
seum, a family’s trying past at/Last has come
to rest,/Guarded on a consecrated wall,/Invit-
ing home, allowing unreservedly to/Shed a
flowing tear; among the/Remnant of a people
deemed expendable/lt finds acceptance that
only/Those touched by common loss/Provide,
for they have shared/The fire and the pain.”

We cherish the victims, survivors and lib-
erators. The majority of the Holocaust sur-
vivors have lived in Israel where | grew up be-
ginning in 1949, and those still alive along with
their descendants and all Israelis, Jews and
Arabs, are vulnerable given Iran’s genocidal
agenda begrudging Jewish survival and the
one and only Jewish state. Iran’s agents of
terror are active on Israel’'s south and north
borders. | travelled this past January on a
Leadership Mission of the Central Conference
of American Rabbis (Reform), witnessing first-
hand Israel's unique security concerns. We
visited Moshav Netiv Ha'asarah on Gaza’s
border that was hit during the recent 50-day
Gaza War and saw an opening of a tunnel
dug from Gaza. Israel’s resilient people have
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been terrorized by Hamas’ rockets and shells
far too long. From Mt. Bental on the Golan
Heights at a UN observation post, we gazed
on a cold and foggy day at ominous Syria,
aware that Hezbollah there and in nearby Leb-
anon possesses 150,000 rockets at Iran’s
command.

Shiite Iran’s drive for a nuclear capability is
an overriding goal for its dictatorial clerics
whose menacing tentacles pose unacceptable
risk not only to Israel, alarming enough, but
also to the entire Sunni Arab world whose
domination it seeks. Israel’s incredible and
unshakable bond (so should it remain!) of mu-

tual benefit and common vision with the
United States whom Iran calls the “Great
Satan,” further makes Israel, the “Little

Satan,” a target for a repressive regime find-
ing the West’s progressive democracy anath-
ema. While ISIS (The Islamic State) continues
planting death and destruction in a widening
range of global aspirations, with brazen barba-
rism of medieval darkness challenging civiliza-
tion’s norms. Brutal President Assad’s geno-
cidal assaults on his own Syrian people have
so tragically passed the fourth year mark, with
over 200,000 dead, thousands tortured in pris-
ons, 3.9 million refugees mostly in Turkey,
Lebanon and Jordan, and 7.6 million displaced
within Syria, with the international community
shamefully watching a catastrophe of a pro-
fusely bleeding wound infecting an entire re-
gion and beyond.

Israel, treating wounded and willing Syrians
and ever present when disaster strikes any-
where, is the only source of stability and mo-
dernity in that troubled part of the world, and
in its recent democratic elections Israeli Arabs
freely participated (a right denied in the neigh-
boring Arab States) winning the third largest
bloc in the Knesset. The arduous search for
peace with the Palestinians, who are yet to
recognize Israel as the Jewish state it is, re-
mains a steadfast goal in spite of Hamas’
avowed aim to fight Israel, and its alliance with
the Palestinian Authority. Israel struggles to
address its socioeconomic gap and the Jewish
pluralism issue, recognizing its astonishing
and leading accomplishments testimony to
being heir to the great Jewish legacy enriching
the human family. The misguided BDS (Boy-
cott, Divestment and Sanctions) movement
only serves to weaken Israel and the pros-
pects for peace that only a strong Israel can
conclude, being the world’s only democracy
whose very existence and identity are ques-
tioned. A growing anti-Semitism in Europe,
scene of the unfathomable Holocaust, with
murderous acts in Belgium, France and Den-
mark, threatens Europe’s historical Jewish
presence.

At this season of sacred and soaring re-
membrance, we recall the 50th anniversary of
the Selma to Montgomery March, the pre-
ceding “Bloody Sunday” of March 7, 1965,
and the following Voting Rights Act. Rabbis
and Jewish laypersons were disproportionally
involved in the Civil Rights Movement and
stood by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to uplift
America to live up to its glorious promise for
all. My synagogue is the world’s only home to
two African-American churches.

The forthcoming Tiananmen Square Mas-
sacre 26th anniversary on June 6th, 2015,
prompts me to share my experience, “The
Kaddish letters grow/Small in this over-
whelming/Space of invisible evil./l shield them
in the pocket,/Close to my heart,/Away from
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the menacing/Look of the Chinese soldier,/To
protect memory.” May our anguished planet
know soon, in partnership with the Most High,
Shalom’s essential blessings of healing, hope
and harmony. Amen.

Dr. Israel Zoberman is the founding rabbi of
Congregation Beth Chaverim in Virginia
Beach.

TRIBUTE TO TONY ALEXANDER
HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Tony Alexander's 43 years of serv-
ice to FirstEnergy. As FirstEnergy’s longest-
serving chief executive officer, Tony is respon-
sible for propelling the company to the fore-
front of the energy industry.

Since joining FirstEnergy in 1972, Tony has
served in a number of unique roles. His lead-
ership has contributed to FirstEnergy’s suc-
cess every step of the way. Over the course
of his career, he guided the company through
significant mergers and acquisitions, regu-
latory challenges, and a range of operational
and financial issues.

For example, Tony was instrumental in the
merger of Ohio Edison and Centerior Energy,
which formed FirstEnergy. A year after he was
named president of First Energy, the company
doubled in size and Tony deftly managed the
company through significant regulatory, finan-
cial and environmental challenges during his
career.

Not only is Tony a leader in our business
community, he has also dedicated much of his
life to serving the Greater Akron area. Cur-
rently, Tony serves on the Board of Trustees
of Akron Tomorrow and Team NEO, and as
an advisory trustee to the University of Akron
Board of Trustees. In addition, he is on the
President’s Advancement Council of the Aus-
ten Biolnnovation Institute and serves on the
Institute’s board of directors.

Northeast Ohio is grateful for his service. |
wish Tony the very best in his retirement.

RED ROCKS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize and applaud Red Rocks Community
College for their dedication and commitment to
Jefferson County and higher education.

Red Rocks Community College, with cam-
puses in Lakewood and Arvada, offers more
than 150 programs and 650 courses leading
to two-year degrees or professional certifi-
cates. Since 1969, Red Rocks Community
College has delivered a quality education to
an eclectic mix of students of all ages, in-
comes and backgrounds. Serving 14,000 stu-
dents each year, Red Rocks is the convenient
community college down the street and a pro-
gram that is worth traveling halfway around
the world.

Red Rocks is also expanding its campus in
Arvada for Health Careers, Technologies, and
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Science program expansion. The expansion is
estimated to be completed in late 2016 and
will allow Red Rocks to respond to the grow-
ing workforce needs in the community.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Red
Rocks Community College for their well-de-
served Genesis Award and their economic
contributions and leadership within and out-
side of Jefferson County.

———

TRIBUTE TO LARRIE WEST
STALKS

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Representatives
to join me as | rise to pay tribute to Mrs. Larrie
West Stalks, and the many contributions she
made as a dedicated public servant in Essex
County.

Born and raised in Newark, New Jersey,
Mrs. Stalks had an extensive career in public
service and worked tirelessly to improve the
lives of others in her community. In 1974, Mrs.
Stalks was elected as Essex County Register
of Deeds and Mortgages and served four con-
secutive five year terms. In her fourth term
she was the only African-American Constitu-
tional Officer serving on a County level in New
Jersey.

As a trailblazer, she served as Director of
Health and Welfare and Executive Secretary
of the Newark Central Planning Board, where
she became the first African American ap-
pointed department head and cabinet member
in the history of Newark municipal govern-
ment. In 1984, Mrs. Stalks achieved another
first, when she was elected President of the
County Officers of the State of New Jersey.
Following her election, she also served on the
National Association of County Officer's
(NACO) Human Services Steering Committee.
Mrs. Stalks was then appointed to the Board
of Directors of NACO which represented 48
states.

During her tenure in municipal government,
she developed and supervised federally fund-
ed anti-poverty programs and instituted New-
ark’s first mobile health unit program, which
served as a national model. She then founded
the Municipal Career Women of Newark and
became a mentor for numerous women who
worked in government. Mrs. Stalks spear-
headed the development of 426 units of af-
fordable housing and a shopping mall. She
also chaired the Long Range Planning Advi-
sory Budget Committee for St. Michael’s Hos-
pital.

A staunch democrat, her previous home at
41 Rector Street in Newark was affectionately
referred to as “The House for Democrats.”
Mrs. Stalks resided in the Village of South Or-
ange Township for the past 40 years but she
always proudly said, “l am Newark first!” Mrs.
Stalks had numerous awards reflecting her
civic activities, professional affiliations and po-
litical involvement.

Mr. Speaker, | know my fellow members of
the House of Representatives agree that Mrs.
Larrie West Stalks was an integral part of the
growth and development of Essex County.
This tribute recognizes her life’s work, her stel-
lar career and her personal commitment to im-
proving the lives of her fellow man.
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TRIBUTE COACH ANDREW
TRENKLE AND THE MAINE
SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL CONSTITU-
TION TEAM

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, today |
rise to congratulate Coach Trenkle and the
Maine South High School Constitution Team
for their achievement in winning the lllinois
State Title of the “We the People: the Citizen
and the Constitution” competition.

This year's competition marks the twenty-
third time the Maine South team has won the
title in the last twenty-four years.

The “We the People: the Citizen and the
Constitution” program, sponsored by the Cen-
ter for Civic Education, promotes civic com-
petence and responsibility through course
study and mock Congressional hearings.

To succeed in this competition, students
must demonstrate a deep understanding of
Constitutional principles as well as an ability to
apply critical thinking skills and to work to-
gether. The Maine South team rose to that
challenge in winning this competition and | am
sure they will apply those same skills to
achieve success in the future.

Congratulations to all the members of the
2014-2015 Maine South Constitution team:
Coach Andrew Trenkle, Lauren Acker, An-
thony Alvizu, Valerie Asimacopoulos, Chris
Brendza, Paul D’Ambrosio, Tomy Deeter,
Cailin Devereux, Alex Ellyin, Michael Gabel,
Victoria Gawedzki, Michael Harris, Dan Hop-
kinson, Matt Kelly, John Klages, Meghan Mar-
tin, Bjorn Olafsson, Guy Olson, Matt Pierucci,
Alex Ponder, Jake Ritthamel, Julia Samulak,
Mary Grace Sharp, Elizabeth Skoronski, Alex
Solberg, Lucie Sullivan, Sabrina Tamas, Mark
Tamvakis, Savannah Theil, Isabelle Tobolski,
and Melissa Walek.

On behalf of the Ninth Congressional Dis-
tinct of lllinois, | congratulate you on your suc-
cess, and wish you the best of luck in the na-
tional competition.

TO

TRIBUTE TO DR. MARIE PULLIN
HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation.

Whereas, our lives have been touched by
the life of this one woman, Dr. Marie Pullin,
who gave of herself in order for others to
stand; and

Whereas, her legacy of dedicated service to
enrich the children and others in her commu-
nity through her volunteerism, creative ability
and unwavering advocacy for the youth, the
elderly, the poor and the arts are present in
DeKalb County, Georgia for all to see; and

Whereas, this remarkable, positive woman
with a beautiful smile gave of herself, her
heart and her talent; never asking for fame or
fortune but only to uplift, expose and inspire
those in need; and

Whereas, she led by example from behind
the scenes, as well as front and center for the
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state of Georgia, DeKalb County and the City
of Atlanta, multiple ministries, homeowner as-
sociations, the Atlanta Edgewood-Kirkwood
Neighborhood Center; and in her beloved
church, Israel Baptist Church; and

Whereas, this virtuous Proverbs 31 woman
was a mother, a wife, a daughter, a friend, a
warrior, a matriarch, and a woman of great in-
tegrity; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to bestow a Congressional recognition on
Dr. Marie Pullin for her leadership, friendship
and 50 years of service to all of the citizens
in Georgia and throughout the Nation; now
therefore, I, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, Jr.,
do hereby attest to the 114th Congress that
Dr. Marie Pullin of DeKalb County, Georgia is
deemed worthy and deserving of this “Con-
gressional Honor’—Dr. Marie Pullin, U.S. Cit-
izen of Distinction, in the 4th Congressional
District of Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 14th day of March, 2015.

HONORING EVELYN KEISER
HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to congratulate Evelyn Keiser, co-founder
of Keiser University, who will be inducted into
the Florida Women’s Hall of Fame, for her
dedication to improving the lives of women
and all citizens of Florida.

Evelyn was born Evelyn Cahn in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania in 1924. She graduated
from Temple University with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Medical Technology, one of
only a few women in what was then a pre-
dominately male field of study. She traveled
throughout the United States where her edu-
cation and ambition for the medical field led to
her employment in several hospitals and med-
ical labs.

In 1977, alongside her son Dr. Arthur
Keiser, she opened the Keiser School on Oak-
land Park Boulevard in Fort Lauderdale with
one student and 2,400 square feet of class-
rooms. She took a chance and paved a path
for educators to better serve career-motivated
students, the state, and specifically the Florida
communities in which her students learn, work
and raise their families.

Now, 38 years later, her dream has trans-
formed into Florida’s second largest inde-
pendent university. With 15 locations state-
wide, Keiser serves nearly 20,000 students
pursuing doctoral through associate degrees
and employing 3,500 staff and faculty. Sixty-
two percent of Keiser University students
graduate in STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Math) and healthcare fields,
providing the talented workforce needed for
Florida to compete globally. Over 20 percent
of students are members of the armed serv-
ices, veterans, or military family members.

Ms. Keiser has held positions of co-founder,
instructor, program director, chairwoman of the
board of advisors, and more. Throughout her
career, she has received multiple accolades
including “Teacher of the Year” and “Educator
of the Year.” In February 2004, Ms. Keiser
was awarded an honorary doctorate from Bei-
jing University citing her commitment to edu-
cational articulation agreements between
China and the United States.
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At 91 years young, Evelyn remains active in
the university, serving as Chairwoman of the
Board of Advisors. Ms. Keiser is still the first
to arrive at the main campus in Fort Lauder-
dale each morning.

In honor of her dedication and service to
South Florida, | am pleased to recognize Eve-
lyn Keiser’'s legacy of achievement and | wish
her continued success.

SUREFIRE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize and applaud Surefire for their lead-
ership and commitment to utilizing new and
advanced technologies.

Surefire relocated and expanded its manu-
facturing and headquarter operations to a
20,840 square-foot facility. New to Jefferson
County in Westminster, the move brought 39
high-paying jobs to the county over the next
five years. New capital investment from the re-
location is expected to be $3.9 million.

Surefire’s expansion consisted of relocating
from the Adams county portion of Westminster
to the Jefferson county portion of Westminster
in 2014. This expansion was also a consolida-
tion of operations. This took place by relo-
cating the manufacturing operations from Flor-
ida to the new Jefferson county facility.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Surefire for their well-deserved Innovative
Technology Award and their continued con-
tribution to Jefferson County.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN C. CARNEY, JR.

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, | wish to clarify
my position on rollcall votes cast on March 16,
2015.

On Rollcall Vote Number 113, on consider-
ation of H.R. 647 | did not vote. It was my in-
tention to vote “yea.”

On Rollcall Vote Number 114, on consider-
ation of H.R. 648 | did not vote. It was my in-
tention to vote “yea.”

On Rollcall Vote Number 115, on consider-
ation of H.R. 876 | did not vote. It was my in-
tention to vote “yea.”

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM J. BOGAARD

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor William J. Bogaard, who is retiring from
his position as Mayor of the City of Pasadena,
California. Well-known and well-respected on
a local, state and national level as an out-
standing leader and a man of great civility, im-
peccable character and immense integrity,
Mayor Bogaard is the city’s first directly elect-
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ed mayor and has skillfully led Pasadena with
distinction for over two decades.

Born in 1938, William Joseph “Bill” Bogaard
was born and raised in Sioux City, lowa. He
majored in English at Loyola University, now
Loyola Marymount University in California, and
after serving as a Captain in the United States
Air Force, he graduated from Michigan Law
School. In 1961, Mr. Bogaard married Claire
Whalen of San Francisco, and after residing in
Morocco, Michigan and Los Angeles for nearly
a decade, they moved with their family in the
early 1970’s to Pasadena, fully immersing
themselves in the community, joining their
neighborhood association and the local Parent
Teacher Association. In 1978, Bill ran for the
Pasadena City Council where he served for
eight years, including a rotation into the may-
oral position for two years.

Mayor Bogaard’s many accomplishments in-
clude guiding the city through a major reces-
sion, overseeing the establishment of new arts
institutions, investment in new housing, and
major capital improvement projects at the
Rose Bowl, Pasadena City Hall and the Colo-
rado Street Bridge, and the construction of a
new convention center. Mr. Bogaard was in-
strumental in leading the Gold Line light rail
transit project, the preservation of Old Pasa-
dena into a national role model for redevelop-
ment and walkable live/work urban planning,
making crucial investments in city personnel
and police and fire resources, and establishing
partnerships with Pasadena’s schools, busi-
nesses, and arts organizations. In addition, Bill
represented the city in many organizations, in-
cluding the California League of Cities, where
he served as President. With an impressive
record of past community service, Mayor
Bogaard is currently a member of the Gold
Line Foothill Construction Authority and the
Urban Land Institute, is Chair of the Pasadena
Bioscience Collaborative, and serves on the
President’s Advisory Council for California
State University Los Angeles and the Leader-
ship Advisory Council of the Pasadena Edu-
cational Foundation. Mr. Bogaard has received
the City of Pasadena’s highest honor, the Ar-
thur Noble Award, the University of Michigan’s
David B. Hermelin Volunteer Fundraising
Leadership Award, and Loyola Marymount
University’s Distinguished Alumni Award.

In his professional career, Mr. Bogaard was
in private law practice, served as Executive
Vice President of First Interstate Bancorp and
taught law at USC Law School and the Uni-
versity of Michigan. Married for fifty-four years,
Bill and his wife Claire have four children,
Michele, Jeannine, Joseph, and Matthew, and
seven grandchildren.

Mayor Bill Bogaard has been an invaluable
asset to the City of Pasadena and its resi-
dents. | ask all Members to join me in thank-
ing Bill Bogaard for over two decades of dedi-
cated public service.

———

RECOGNIZING THE SCHOOL DIS-

TRICT OF SOUTH ORANGE AND
MAPLEWOOD & THE LINDEN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS MUSIC EDU-
CATION AWARD

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the School District of South Or-
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ange and Maplewood and the Linden Public
Schools for receiving recognition as one of the
Best Communities for Music Education
(BCME) from the National Association of
Music Merchants (NAMM). This association
only recognized 388 school districts around
the nation this year and | am very proud of
each district’s achievement.

The National Association of Music Mer-
chants (NAMM) gives its distinction for out-
standing efforts by teachers, administrators,
parents, students, and community leaders to
emphasize the importance and accessibility
that every child have to music education. The
BCME program evaluates districts and schools
based on funding, staffing of highly qualified
teachers, commitment to standards, and ac-
cess to music instruction.

Music education helps develop educational,
cognitive, and social skills. Listening to music
strengthens the ability to perceive speech
within noise, pay attention, and develop mem-
ory abilities. Music exposure reveals different
aspects of brain function and addresses lan-
guage and learning difficulties, such as the
neural timing precision between speech sylla-
bles.

The School District of South Orange and
Maplewood and the Linden Public Schools
have done an excellent job in promoting music
education and in successfully exceeding any
challenges and barriers that may have ap-
peared along their pathway. | hope they con-
tinue empowering the community with their
leadership and enthusiasm in music edu-

cation.
————
OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,152,064,358,207.58. We've
added $7,525,187,309,294.50 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

SENIORS’ RESOURCE CENTER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize and applaud Seniors’ Resource
Center for being honored with the 2014 Excel-
lence in Not-for-Profit Leadership award.

According to LeadingAge, an organization
focused on education, advocacy, and applied
research in the field of aging, who awarded
Seniors’ Resource Center, the award recog-
nizes organizations that are models of excel-
lence in not-for-profit leadership and exemplify
to the highest degree the seven key attributes
that characterize high-performing nonprofits
and distinguish the sector from any other. The
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seven attributes are: Productive, Empowering,
Effective, Enriching, Reliable, Responsive and
Caring. The Seniors’ Resource Center em-
bodies all of these attributes with their dedica-
tion to the community and their high-quality
programs.

The Seniors’ Resource Center, located in
Jefferson County, Colorado, is an important
community partner that provides services to
enhance independence, dignity and quality of
life for senior citizens in our community. Sen-
iors’ Resource Center ensures all of their cus-
tomers receive outstanding care in the adult
day and respite program.

| extend my deepest congratulations to the
Seniors’ Resource Center for this well-de-
served recognition. Thank you for everything
you do in our community.

——

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF VERA MEDLY FOSTER

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Vera Medley Fos-
ter, who passed away on February 25, 2015
at the age of 90. A selfless servant to the un-
derprivileged youth in Western New York, Mrs.
Foster was a prominent member of the com-
munity.

Vera Medley Foster was born on November
3, 1924 in Helena, Arkansas. During her early
life she lived on expansive land with her fam-
ily, where she was brought up learning whole-
some values from her family and schooling.
She went on to marry her high school sweet-
heart, the late Bernard Austin and moved to
St. Louis in the 1940’s to open her own ice
cream parlor and sandwich shop.

After Ms. Foster's endeavors, she found
herself settling in Buffalo where she met her
life partner Mr. Clinton Modis Foster. Together
they had three children whom she devoted her
life and love to. While raising her children she
returned to her entrepreneurial roots and
opened a beauty salon in her home. Her salon
became a staple of the community and the in-
fluence of her kind heart began to touch more
people. As her children grew older she be-
came more involved in the community with the
Parent Teachers Association of Buffalo Public
School #23; the Delavan-Moselle Community
Center and the Wider Horizons Tutoring and
Enrichment Program.

Ms. Foster’s influence did not stop there;
later she became involved with the City of Buf-
falo’s leadership and served on mayoral cabi-
nets. She served as an advocate for the youth
of the City and set up many for success
through the Mayors Summer Youth program.
Ms. Foster served on the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Park Steering Committee, as well as
on the board of directors for the Masten Boys
and Girls club for 32 years. Her passion for
business never faded, as time went on Ms.
Foster founded and served as president of the
North Fillmore Business Association.

Ms. Foster was beloved by the community
she served. She has been honored by over
one hundred proclamations and awards from
the City of Buffalo and organizations. Ms. Fos-
ter also has been honored with a day in her
name, August 3, 2013 was proclaimed as
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Vera Medley Foster Day, and shall always be
remembered as such. Her name is also en-
graved in the streets of Buffalo with Vera Med-
ley Foster Way in the heart of the city.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor the life of Vera Medley
Foster. | ask that my colleagues join me in ex-
pressing our deepest condolences to the Fos-
ter family, and to celebrate the exemplary
work she did to enrich the communities of
Western New York.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO VFW POST
101 IN DOWNTOWN COLORADO
SPRINGS

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to VFW Post 101 in downtown Col-
orado Springs on the occasion of their 95th
Anniversary.

As the oldest and friendliest post in the city,
Post 101 has positively impacted the lives of
tens of thousands of local veterans and their
families.

The post helps welcome home troops, at-
tends memorial services, hosts retirement and
promotion parties, provides scholarships to
local students, advocates for our veterans,
promotes patriotism, and supports family
members during difficult deployments.

Please join me in wishing VFW Post 101 a
happy anniversary and thanking them for the
tremendously important services they provide
to our military community.

————

TRIBUTE TO MR. EDWARD L.
KEYTON

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation.

Whereas, Minister Edward L. Keyton is cele-
brating thirty-four (34) years in ministry this
year and has provided stellar leadership to his
church on an international level; and

Whereas, Minister Edward L. Keyton, under
the guidance of God has pioneered and sus-
tained the Church of Christ at Bouldercrest as
Senior Evangelist, he has enhanced the
church as an instrument in our community that
uplifts the spiritual, physical and mental wel-
fare of our citizens; and

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious
man of God has given hope to the hopeless,
fed the hungry and is a beacon of light to
those in need; and

Whereas, Minister Edward L. Keyton is a
spiritual warrior, a man of compassion, a fear-
less leader and a servant to all, but most of
all a visionary who has shared not only with
his church, but with our district and the world
his passion to spread the gospel of Jesus
Christ; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Minister Edward
L. Keyton as he celebrates thirty-four years in
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ministry and to salute him as he retires from
ministerial leadership; A true Man of Excel-
lence; now therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK”
JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim April 17,
2015 as Minister Edward L. Keyton Day in the
4th Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 17th day of April, 2015.

————

45TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ROLLA AREA SHELTERED WORK-
SHOP

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 45th anniversary of the
Rolla Area Sheltered Workshop in Rolla, Mis-
souri. It is a place that empowers individuals
to use their skills working in a sheltered envi-
ronment with caring staff. Since its establish-
ment in 1970, the workshop has provided
quality employment for individuals with disabil-
ities of all kinds.

Beginning in January 1969, the mother of a
disabled son saw a need for a sheltered work
environment for those who were too old for a
State Training School. Together, the mother
and two women who were involved with the
Jaycettes, developed the idea for a sheltered
workshop in Rolla. With the help and support
of the entire community, the Rolla Area Shel-
tered Workshop opened its doors a little over
a year later. Today, the workshop has 75 dis-
abled employees who have found an environ-
ment where they can work productively and
independently. Alongside a supportive staff of
eight, the employees work on printed material,
collating, sorting the different kinds, packing
and labeling bags, among other projects.

For the many years of service and commit-
ment to helping others, it is my pleasure to
recognize the Rolla Area Sheltered Workshop
before the United States House of
Representatives.

LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize and applaud Lutheran Medical Cen-
ter for their community leadership and eco-
nomic contribution to Jefferson County.

What began in 1905 as the Evangelical Lu-
theran Sanitarium for patients suffering from
tuberculosis continues today as one of the
busiest and most respected hospitals in the
nation. Exempla Lutheran provides a wide
range of medical services as well as commu-
nity programs.

Lutheran started as the first senior emer-
gence room in the region and in Colorado, but
later built a larger and more spacious Senior
ER to meet and increased need for special-
ized services for elderly patients. The new
Senior ER opened with 14 specially-designed,
private patient rooms and a 40 percent in-
crease in space.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Lu-
theran Medical Center for their well-deserved
Business Recognition Award.
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TRIBUTE TO MR. FRITZ COLEMAN

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor San Fernando Valley resident and Los
Angeles’ iconic weathercaster, Mr. Fritz Cole-
man.

Mr. Coleman started his early career as a
disc jockey and radio talk show host for nu-
merous stations across the nation. In 1980, he
moved to Los Angeles and soon became a
regular act at many of the local comedy clubs.
His humor and improvisational stand-up expe-
rience propelled him to work on various com-
edy specials and series, such as “Fritz and
Friends” and “The Perils of Parenting” in addi-
tion to producing and starring in three one-
man plays. His performances have earned him
many accolades including four Los Angeles
Area Emmy Awards.

In February 1982, Mr. Coleman joined the
National Broadcasting Company Southern
California news (NBC4) as the weekend
weathercaster. Shortly afterwards, he became
a weekday weathercaster and has since deliv-
ered laughter-filled weather reporting on the
evening news. Mr. Coleman once remarked,
“Weather can be funny. Your big mission as
a weatherman in Southern California is to try
to make the same forecast sound slightly dif-
ferent and entertaining every day between
April and November when the weather is ex-
actly the same.” His tireless work ethic, cha-
risma, and commitment to the community led
him to become the face of NBC4’s weather
segment in Southern California and led him to
be named “the Best Weathercaster” by every
major newspaper in Southern California.

Always willing to serve the community, Mr.
Coleman has organized numerous entertain-
ment fundraising events for local service and
civic organizations, and has also served as
master of ceremonies for many Southern Cali-
fornia community events. His selflessness and
dedication to bettering the Los Angeles area
has been recognized by many organizations
including the Burbank Chamber of Commerce
and the California Hospital Medical Center.
Mr. Coleman has also been named a “Treas-
ure of Los Angeles” by the City of Los Ange-
les and has received the Humanitarian of the
Year Award from the United States House of
Representatives.

It is my great honor to call Fritz a friend,
and commend him for his unquenchable com-
munity spirit. | ask all Members of Congress to
join me in recognizing Fritz Coleman for his
exemplary service to the greater Los Angeles
community.

———————

MR. R. WAYNE LOWE

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, | would like to recognize Mr. R. Wayne
Lowe today for his contributions to central
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Georgia. He has been a leader in his commu-
nity, and will be honored with the golden eagle
award for his achievements.

Sixty years ago, Mr. Lowe became a youth
member of the Boy Scouts of America.
Throughout his life, he has lived up to the
ideals he learned in the scouts, following the
principles of the scout oath and scout law.

In his community, Mr. Lowe has achieved
distinction as a corporate officer, entrepreneur,
philanthropist, and public servant. He has
given distinguished service to his community
and nation as board member of Houston
County School Board; director and share-
holder of Planters First Bank; lifetime member
of the Air Force Association; board member of
the Museum of Aviation; member of the First
United Methodist Church; member of the 21st
Century Partnership; member of the Georgia
Automobile Dealers Association; friend of
Scouting in the Central Georgia Council, Boy
Scouts of America; and supporter of many
worthwhile organizations.

Through his actions, service, and devotion,
Mr. Lowe has demonstrated that he is a lead-
er, a mentor, and a friend of scouting.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF CARMELA TRIPPI

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Carmela Trippi, a
stalwart supporter of the Democratic Party,
who passed away on April 2, 2015 at the age
of 105. A beloved voice in Western New York
politics, Mrs. Trippi’s commitment helped
shape our region in a positive way.

Mrs. Trippi’s passion for democratic values
began in the 1940’s where she advocated on
behalf of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
She went on to become an influential com-
mitteewoman for the Democratic Party. In her
early political life she contributed to President
John F. Kennedy and New York Senator Rob-
ert F. Kennedy campaigns and she then be-
came the founder of the Jacqueline Kennedy
Woman’s Democratic Club, and served as
president for over fifty years.

Mrs. Trippi was a prominent voice in the
Western New York community. She had ties
to former Mayor of Buffalo, Frank Sedita and
Former Congressman of Western New York,
Henry Nowak. Mrs. Trippi helped influence
sweeping change while serving on Congress-
man Nowak’s staff for eighteen years. She
also served on the staff of current New York
Court of Appeals Judge Eugene Fahey while
he was a Buffalo Common Council member.

Mrs. Trippi signified her place in Western
New York Political history by working first
hand with voters, knocking on doors in the
community. Her passion for campaigning
never faded. She would go door to door even
into her 90’s and never wavered in her com-
mitment and support as an Erie County Demo-
cratic Committee member.

Mrs. Trippi’s work in Western New York has
not gone unrecognized. In 2004 she was nom-
inated for the Western New York Women’s
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Hall of Fame. While her milestone birthdays
were always recognized by the community,
her 99th birthday was honored by the Erie
County Legislature. Mrs. Trippi will be remem-
bered fondly by all members of the Western
New York community and recalled for her pas-
sion and commitment to Democratic values.
Mrs. Trippi believed politics are an essential
aspect of life and urged all involved to be gen-
uine and compassionate while serving the
public.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me to
honor Mrs. Carmela Trippi. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in extending our deepest
condolences to her family and friends. Her
good work and selfless devotion to Western
New York will inspire many others to stand be-
hind their principles and be involved in their
communities.

—————

36TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
an important friend and staunch ally of the
United States: Taiwan, as we celebrate the
36th anniversary of the Taiwan Relations Act
(TRA) of 1979.

This important legislation remains to be the
cornerstone of U.S.—Taiwan relations. It stipu-
lates that it is the policy of the United States
to “make available to Taiwan such defense ar-
ticles and defense services in such quantity as
may be necessary to enable Taiwan to main-
tain a sufficient self-defense capability.”

In 2001, the Bush Administration agreed to
help Taiwan obtain eight diesel-electric sub-
marines. Fourteen years later, Taiwan’s sub-
marine fleet continues to consist of four sub-
marines, two of Dutch construction from the
1980s, and two ex-U.S. Navy Guppy-class
boats built at the end of World War 1. As Bei-
jing has not disavowed the use of force to one
day take possession of Taiwan, as Beijing has
rapidly expanded and modernized its military
across the board since the beginning of this
century, and as the balance of military power
in the Taiwan Strait continues to shift in Bei-
jing’s favor, the rationale for Taiwan to acquire
a robust submarine force in order to defend
itself from any amphibious threats is obvious.

Late last year, Taiwan decided that it can
wait no longer, and is moving ahead with
plans to design its own submarine fleet. | be-
lieve the U.S. Government should allow Amer-
ican shipbuilders and submarine-technology
manufacturers to work with Taiwan, both to
assess Taiwan’s capabiliies and to bid on
systems work. Finally, | urge the Obama Ad-
ministration to encourage other manufacturers
of diesel-electric subs to work with Taiwan, re-
gardless of pressure from Beijing.

As we celebrate the 36th anniversary of the
Taiwan Relations Act, | am honored to have
had the opportunity today to lend my voice to
the chorus of support for reaffirming our na-
tion’s strong bond with the government and
people of Taiwan, and | ask my colleagues to
support this important issue over the course of
this Congress.
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IN RECOGNITION OF DOCTOR JOHN
INGLE

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, today | would like
to recognize and acknowledge Dr. John Ingle
for his tremendous contributions to healthcare
and endodontics.

Dr. John Ingle was a pioneer in endodontics
dentistry. He attended Northwestern University
Dental School then continued on to earn two
graduate degrees in endodontics and peri-
odontics from the University of Michigan
School of Dentistry in 1948. Dr. Ingle is also
one of the many military heroes that served
valiantly in World War Il as part of the U.S.
Army Air Force. Dr. Ingle initiated the graduate
endodontics program at the University of
Washington in 1959 and served as chairman
of the combined Department of Periodontics
and Endodontics, one of only five such pro-
grams in the world at that time. He then
moved to the University of Southern California
where he served as dean and professor of the
USC School of Dentistry for 8 years. After
leaving USC, Dr. Ingle joined the Institute of
Medicine at the National Academy of Sciences
here in Washington, DC. Later he became
president of Palm Springs Seminars in Cali-
fornia, a leading institution of dental continuing
education.

The landmark book Endodontics was
penned by Dr. Ingle. Published in 1965, it is
now on its sixth edition. Dr. Ingle was a found-
ing member of the American Board of
Endodontics and the past president of the
American Association of Endodontics.

Dr. Ingle gave much of his life to the study
and expansion of dental practices and explo-
ration into endodontics and periodontics. His
care extended past his patients to new gen-
erations of dentists, clinicians, teachers and
researchers that continue to give to the field
he loved so much.

The American Association of Endodontists
and | are proud to honor Dr. Ingle for his great
contributions to dentistry and endodontics. As
a fellow dentist, | am personally thankful for
the dedication of Dr. Ingle to expand modern
dentistry and empowering so many others to
serve more effectively in the same craft.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TIM WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, on Monday,
March 23, 2015, | was unable to be present
for recorded votes due to illness. Had | been
present, | would have voted: “no” on rolicall
vote No. 130, “aye” on rollcall vote No. 131.

EMMA FISCHER
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Emma Fischer
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for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Emma Fischer
is a 12th grader at Warren Tech North and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Emma
Fischer is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Emma Fischer for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF NAN TUCKER McEVOY

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, on March 26th,
San Francisco lost a great civic leader, philan-
thropist and beloved friend. Nan McEvoy was
a trailblazing, entrepreneurial woman whose
wisdom, courage, and generosity, reminded us
of our responsibility to improve our commu-
nities and our world. Nan strengthened our de-
mocracy through her service at the newspaper
her family founded, the San Francisco Chron-
icle, and set a sterling example as a compas-
sionate and concerned global citizen as an
early Peace Corps volunteer.

All of Nan’s many friends knew that, al-
though her commitment to public service was
well known and respected, her love of her
family as a mother and grandmother was first
and foremost in her life.

Phyllis Ann Tucker was born into a promi-
nent publishing family on July 15, 1919 in San
Mateo, California. Her grandfather, M.H. de
Young, founded the one hundred and fifty year
old newspaper, the San Francisco Chronicle.
During the war, Nan worked as a writer and a
reporter for the newspaper, and helped cover
the founding of the United Nations in San
Francisco.

After the war, Nan made her home in Wash-
ington, D.C., where she became an active
leader in public service, philanthropy, and poli-
tics for four decades. She participated in the
1956 presidential campaign of Democratic
candidate Adlai Stevenson and, in 1961, be-
came a top aide to Sargent Shriver, the found-
ing director of the Peace Corps, where she
was later chosen to run the Corps’ African
programs. In 1965, she opened the Wash-
ington office of the Population Council, a non-
profit agency addressing global issues of pop-
ulation, poverty, development and health. She
also served as a U.S. delegate to UNESCO,
the cultural arm of the United Nations.

Returning to San Francisco, she assumed
leadership of the family newspaper as Chair of
the Board of Chronicle Publishing from 1981—
1995. She was a true believer in journalism
and wholly committed to preserving the family
company. She served as a board member at
the University of California, the Fine Arts Mu-
seums of San Francisco and the San Fran-
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cisco Symphony, among other San Francisco
organizations, and was the first woman to
chair the governing board of the Smithsonian
American Art Museum in Washington, D.C.

After Chronicle Publishing was sold, Nan
devoted her energies to producing premium
extra virgin olive oil at her ranch outside
Petaluma in Marin County. The company is
now the country’s largest producer of certified
organic estate-produced extra-virgin olive oil
and has been rated as among the best in the
world.

Our country has lost a pioneer woman, our
community has lost a gracious leader and my
family has lost a dear friend. May it be a com-
fort to Nan’s son, Nion, her grandchildren,
Helen, Nion, Jr. and Giriffin, and her entire
family that so many people mourn their loss
and that Nan’s legacy will always be an inspi-
ration to the nation she loved.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. BEVERLY DANIEL
TATUM

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation.

Whereas, Thirteen years ago a virtuous
woman of God accepted her calling to serve
as President of Spelman College in Atlanta,
Georgia; and

Whereas, Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum has en-
hanced the academic curriculum at Spelman,
increased the goodwill of the college through-
out the community and she has created a leg-
acy that has provided for the students through
scholarships and servitude; and

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has
shared her time and talents as a friend, a fear-
less leader and a servant to ensure that
Spelman students receive the best education
and skills to become outstanding leaders of
our communities and nation; and

Whereas, Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum is a cor-
nerstone in our community that has enhanced
the lives of thousands for the betterment of
our District and Nation; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Dr. Beverly Daniel
Tatum on her retirement as President of
Spelman College and to wish her well in her
new endeavors; now therefore, I, HENRY C.
“HANK” JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim April
24, 2015 as Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum Day in
the 4th Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 24th day of April, 2015.

RECOGNIZING RONALD WILEY

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the life of a stalwart
Rochesterian and a beacon in our community:
Ronald Wiley, a man who dedicated his life to
building the bonds on which our nation stands.

A native son of Watertown, New York, Ron-
ald graduated in 1949 from Watertown High
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School and attended St. Lawrence University
Collegiate Center in Watertown. During the
Korean War, Ronald answered his country’s
call by proudly serving in the U.S. Navy as a
journalist. His service during the war marked
the start of his career in journalism and life-
long concern for others.

Attending college on the G.l. Bill, Ronald
graduated from the University of Virginia in
1958 and then moved home to Watertown
where he worked at the Watertown Daily
Times as a reporter and later as a copy editor.
While working at the Daily Times, Ronald
honed the writing skills that would serve him
so well for the rest of his life.

In Rochester, Ronald served for 14 years as
editor-in-chief of Kodak’s weekly employee
newspaper, Kodakery. In this capacity, he
helped to lift the spirit of the Kodak family and
kept them connected, informed.

On top of his commitment to Kodak, Ronald
was a pillar of Rochester’s business and civic
communities. As an officer in the International
Association of Business Communicators, Ron-
ald helped others learn the trade that he had
so clearly mastered at Kodak. He was also ac-
tive in the Irondequoit United Church of Christ
and served for many years as an assistant
scoutmaster with Boy Scout Troop 154. There
is no doubt that Ronald’s teaching,
mentorship, and example inspired untold
young people to lift their eyes to the mountain-
tops, inspiring them to consider the wisdom
and power of nature.

Together with Eva, his loving wife of 47
years, Ronald raised two children and four
grandchildren. While living in Rochester, Ron-
ald and Eva enjoyed square dancing and play-
ing cards, particularly Hearts. Ronald and his
family were avid hikers who frequently ex-
plored the Adirondack High Peaks. In fact,
Ronald summited all 46 high peaks of the Adi-
rondacks and was named an Adirondack
Forty-Sixer.

In tribute to Ronald’s lifetime of service in
Rochester and beyond, | stand to honor him
today. As his family and friends mourn his
passing, let this record celebrate his legacy of
love, compassion, and good works. Mr.
Speaker, Ronald Wiley strengthened every
community he called home and his dedication
to his fellow American shows us the best of
our nation’s soul.

Ralph Waldo Emerson described the suc-
cessful life like this: “To laugh often and
much; to win the respect of intelligent people
and the affection of children; to earn the ap-
preciation of honest critics and to endure the
betrayal of false friends. To appreciate beauty;
to find the best in others; to leave the world
a bit better whether by a healthy child, a gar-
den patch, or a redeemed social condition; to
know that even one life has breathed easier
because you have lived. This is to have suc-
ceeded.”

Surely, Ronald succeeded.

LAWN CARE MONTH DECLARATION

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with great pleasure that | rise today to
recognize April as national lawn care month.
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The landscape industry employs approxi-
mately one million people across America and
contributes an estimated eighty billion dollars
to this economy. From the national mall to an
opening day outfield, and even to our own
front and back yards, images of beautiful
lawns and yards are often iconic depictions of
American culture and the American dream.

As we recognize these images, we must
also recognize the work that goes into the up-
keep of such lawns. Landscape and lawn care
professionals play a vital role in ensuring that
these important lawns are not only maintained,
but also healthy, as healthy grass and turf
have important environmental benefits.
Healthy grass produces oxygen, reduces run-
off, which improves water quality, removes
carbon dioxide from the air, acts like an air
conditioner—cooling everything around it, re-
duces noise, and acts as a firebreak.

IN TRIBUTE TO LEO RIES

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Leo Ries, the Executive Director of
Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Mr. Ries is retiring
after 15 years with this organization; the office
he ran is part of LISC’s national network.

Mr. Ries has spent much of his career help-
ing improve neighborhoods in Milwaukee.
Prior to his employment at LISC, he worked
for the City of Milwaukee for 10 years, ulti-
mately serving as Director of Housing and
Neighborhood Development. Mr. Ries’ heart
has always been in neighborhood work; he
brought people and organizations together in
order to create projects that had a real impact
on struggling neighborhoods. He has re-
mained optimistic regarding the future of Mil-
waukee’s neighborhoods even while acknowl-
edging the challenges of people struggling
against “hopelessness and helplessness”; he
sees promise and opportunities in the resur-
gence of urban living especially by the millen-
nial generation.

The son of a Sheboygan mink rancher, Ries
is the youngest of seven children. He attended
a seminary high school and thought for a time
he wanted to be a priest. Leo Ries has en-
joyed an unusual and varied working life. He
worked as a volunteer at Casa Maria Catholic
Worker House, a cab driver, registered nurse
in an intensive care unit and as business man-
ager for two inner-city Catholic churches.

Mr. Ries has worked on many initiatives
during his tenure at LISC but he has identified
two recent projects as being especially mean-
ingful. The relaunching of the Associates in
Commercial Real Estate (ACRE) program,
which Marquette University oversaw from
2005 to 2010, to help introduce minorities to
careers in commercial real estate and working
with the Milwaukee Police Department on
proactive community safety strategies. He
sees both of these initiatives as providing a
structure for building relationships among peo-
ple; people from different races came together
for these two projects with a shared interest in
building Milwaukee’s future.

LISC has accomplished so much under the
leadership of Leo Ries; programs initiated
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under his tutelage have become models for
the nation and made Milwaukee a strong,
prosperous community for all of its residents.
| am grateful to have had the opportunity to
know and work with Leo Ries for so many
years and wish him much success as he tran-
sitions into a different phase of his life.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Leo Ries
and | am proud to call him friend. The citizens
of the Fourth Congressional District and the
State of Wisconsin are privileged to have
someone of his ability and dedicated service
working on their behalf for so many years.
Leo, | thank you for all that you have done. |
am honored for these reasons to pay tribute to
Leo Ries.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF RAY BARBER
OF BOZRAH, CONNECTICUT

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor an exceptional constituent from
Bozrah, Connecticut whose lifetime of service,
leadership, and expertise was recently recog-
nized by the New London County Fire Chiefs’
Association upon his installation as their next
president.

Ray Barber is a local institution with an ex-
tensive history of community and public serv-
ice dating back to his teen years when he
joined the Bozrah Volunteer Fire Company in
1952. As Chief and then President of the
BVFC, Mr. Barber served through the town’s
acquisition of its first fire truck in 1953, and
through the decades, helped grow the emer-
gency services the town provides to its resi-
dents. Today, Bozrah is a heart-safe commu-
nity with a full complement of EMTs and am-
bulance services thanks in large part to Mr.
Barber's commitment to improving safety.

Mr. Barber’'s contributions expand well be-
yond the BVFC. He served in the U.S. Army,
as First Selectman in Bozrah, for 20 years, on
the Bozrah Board of Finance, and in the Con-
necticut Council of Governments. It would be
an understatement to say that his skills and
passion for the region made his new role as
President of the New London County Fire
Chiefs’ Association a richly deserved honor.

As President, Mr. Barber will lead an 83-
year-old institution with 65 member organiza-
tions and will represent the interests of volun-
teer and career fire fighters across the re-
gion—over 3,000 personnel. | ask the House
to join me in thanking Ray Barber for his serv-
ice, congratulating him on this deserved
honor, and wishing him success in the years
to come.

——————

IN HONOR OF COLONEL RANDOLPH
E. ROSIN

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Colonel Randolph E. Rosin of New
Jersey for his military achievements, contribu-
tions, and service to the people of New Jersey
and the United States of America.
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Originally from Watertown, Connecticut,
Colonel Rosin enlisted in the Army in 1979
after his high school graduation. While serv-
ing, he was accepted to the United States Mili-
tary Academy Prep School at Fort Monmouth,
NJ, later going on to West Point and concen-
trating in Middle Eastern studies and Arabic.
Afterwards, Col. Rosin served with the 1st
Cavalry Division in Fort Hood, TX, and the
“Hell on Wheels” 2nd Armored Division. Colo-
nel Rosin greatly benefited from this training
post-graduation as he served in Saudi Arabia
for Operation DESERT SHIELD/STORM as
the coalition warfare operations office for the
Army Forces Central Command. His most sig-
nificant effort during that war was his initiative
to develop the anti-fratricide measures used
by all Coalition forces, such as the inverted
“V” which saved countless lives from friendly
fire.

After completing psychological operations
career field training, Colonel Rosin was de-
ployed as a Middle Eastern-focused psycho-
logical operations officer in Saudi Arabia and
later to Egypt, Jordan, and Yemen. He also
participated in Operation DESERT FOX. Addi-
tionally, Colonel Rosin was a part of a core
group of planners that was responsible for
planning our nation’s response to the 9/11 at-
tacks.

More recently, Colonel Rosin has worked in
the Office of Military Cooperation at the U.S.
Embassy in Egypt, as well as part of the Infor-
mation Operations Chief for Multi-National
Corps-lraq, leading a large staff that worked
on degrading extremist threats and legitimizing
the Iragi government.

After returning to the United States, Colonel
Rosin worked as the Chief of the Information
Operation of the Middle East Region in the
U.S. Central Command, countering violent ex-
tremist propaganda on the web. Serving as
the direct representative of the Secretary of
Defense to the U.S. Ambassador and Govern-
ment of Yemen, he oversaw military oper-
ations to prevent attacks on the U.S. Home-
land and develop cooperation programs
throughout the region.

Mr. Speaker, Colonel Randolph E. Rosin is
a great American who exemplifies true love for
our country. His service, which has been hon-
ored by 20 awards, is one that should be re-
membered as he retires from our Armed
Forces.

————

RECOGNIZING THE PARISHIONERS
OF ST. BEDE THE VENERABLE

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, congratula-
tions to the parishioners of St. Bede the Ven-
erable on the anniversary of the founding of
the church that has provided spiritual guidance
for 50 years, the first Catholic church in North-
ampton Township. St. Bede parishioners also
are recognized and commended for the con-
tributions they have provided to the spiritual
and moral well-being of the greater North-
ampton community. Yours is a history that
began on May 26, 1963 with the announce-
ment of the founding by His Eminence John
Cardinal Krol, Archbishop of Philadelphia. An
elementary school followed in 1966 and con-
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tinued until the 2012—13 school year when St.
Bede the Venerable School was merged with
Assumption BVM, of Feasterville to become
St. Katharine Drexel Regional School. This
school, kindergarten through 8th grade, con-
tinues the tradition of providing an exemplary,
faith-based curriculum, while the parish has
grown to include more than 3,200 families and
11,000 parishioners. May your mission con-
tinue to the community of the faithful—with all
good wishes for the future.
—

HONORING PADS OF LAKE COUNTY
HON. ROBERT J. DOLD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
recognize PADS of Lake County for the ex-
ceptional work they do providing emergency
shelter to families and individuals experiencing
homelessness.

Providing advocacy, dignity and shelter,
PADS Lake County works to combat home-
lessness with compassion and respect. PADS
strives to end homelessness by helping clients
commit to their own health and recovery and
assisting them in gaining self-sufficiency
through affordable housing.

PADS is the first point of contact when
homelessness strikes and often the only hope
for individuals, families and veterans facing a
long night in the cold or extreme heat. In this
way, PADS truly does save lives.

In short, PADS services provide a safe envi-
ronment for people to get back on their feet,
and the Tenth District is fortunate to have an
organization like PADS providing critical serv-
ices to our individuals and families most in
need.

——
TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL WARTELL
COMMUNITY SERVANT, ARMY

VETERAN AND GOOD SAMARI-
TAN

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | have
taken to this floor many times to mourn the
tragic deaths caused by senseless death acts
of gun violence that have too frequently
plagued our communities in recent years.

| rise today to remember Michael Wartell of
Houston, Texas, a constituent of mine who
died last Thursday, March 26, 2015, when he
was caught in the crossfire of a gun fight and
struck by a stray bullet.

Mr. Speaker, Michael Wartell lost his life
doing what he lived for, helping others.

The reason he happened to be in the wrong
place at the wrong time on that fateful day is
because he was there to do the right thing for
the right reason.

As the Houston Chronicle reported, “the 62-
year-old Army veteran made a habit of going
out of his way to protect the people he cared
about, to make sure they were safe|, includ-
ing] out for the owners of a tiny laundromat
less than half a block from his Fifth Ward
home.”
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After a robbery there, Michael Wartell often
would go to the laundromat to see to it that
the owners made it safely to their cars at the
end of the day; once he broke up a fight at the
laundromat, persuading a gunman to put away
his weapon.

Born and raised in Houston, after high
school Michael Wartell enlisted in the United
States Army, serving two tours of duty.

After his service in the military, he worked
as a truck driver driving across the country in
his 18-wheeler for over twenty years, before
retiring to move back home so he could care
for his aging mother, Earline.

Michael Wartell loved to read, particularly
books about history and cooking and he loved
to cook, spend time with his dog, and lend a
helping hand to people in his neighborhood.

Unfortunately, last Thursday Wartell was
caught in the crossfire, struck by a stray bullet
as he tried to run to safety.

Mr. Speaker, this terrible tragedy is simply
the latest reminder that action is needed, and
needed now, to prevent gun violence.

As a member of the House Democratic
Task Force on Gun Violence Prevention and
the Ranking member of the House Judiciary
Committee’s Subcommittee on Crime, Ter-
rorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations,
| understand that changing the pervasive cul-
ture of gun violence will not happen overnight.

This tragedy is another powerful reminder of
the urgent need to enact sensible policies to
reduce the incidence of gun violence, begin-
ning with the adoption of universal background
checks which are supported by nearly 90% of
the American people.

Mr. Speaker, the death of Michael Wartell is
a tragedy for his family and loved ones, for the
Houston community, and for the nation he
served with honor and distinction as a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces.

He will be deeply missed and | ask that a
moment of silence be observed in his mem-
ory.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF YAEL
HORNSTEIN GALPERIN

HON. TED LIEU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to celebrate the life of Yael Hornstein
Galperin—mother, wife, grandmother, profes-
sional opera singer, and school adminis-
trator—who passed away on April 5, 2015, at
the age of 87.

Yael met every challenge in life head on,
with integrity and great intellect. Born in Israel
to Russian immigrant parents, she took a job
at a salt factory so that she could help support
her family. She went on to serve in the Israeli
Defense Forces and its elite security service,
and later pursued a career as a professional
opera singer.

In 1949, she married a fellow opera singer,
Levi Galperin, a Holocaust survivor and rabbi
from Romania. The young couple moved to
Philadelphia, where Yael was awarded a full
scholarship to the Academy of Vocal Arts, and
was a prized performer.

Yael embraced motherhood, putting aside
her full-time pursuit of opera to raise her chil-
dren. She continued to sing, but also began to
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teach and work as a school administrator.
Upon her move to California in the 1980s, she
began to work with the Jewish Federation of
Greater Los Angeles, where she worked in the
Bureau of Jewish Education for over 13 years.

Yael was an avid reader, spoke multiple lan-
guages, and embraced adventure by traveling
the world and constantly taking on new chal-
lenges. She is survived by her husband, Rabbi
Dr. Levi Galperin, her son, L.A. City Controller
Ron Galperin, her daughter Leora Krygeir, her
sons-in-law, David Krygier and Rabbi Zachary
Shapiro, and her grandchildren, whom | hope
take comfort in the way Yael lived her life as
an accomplished and astounding woman. May
her memory be a blessing to us all.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 36TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, for sixty-
two years the United States and Taiwan have
built and maintained a close relationship that
has been of mutual political, economic, cul-
tural and strategic benefit.

April 10th of this year marked the 36th anni-
versary of the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA)
which ensured that the United States would
have continued commercial and cultural rela-
tions with Taiwan. Even though the Taiwan
Relations Act is only 36 years old, Taiwan has
been a friend and ally to the United States for
much longer. Since the signing of the TRA in
1979, Taiwan has become a beacon of de-
mocracy in a part of the world where free
elections are uncommon and many people are
denied their basic freedoms.

Taiwan has also developed into an eco-
nomic powerhouse over the last three dec-
ades. Their economy is robust and Taiwan
has become one of the largest and most in-
valuable trading partners for the United States.

| want to thank the Taiwanese people for
their continued friendship and support. It is my
hope that the United States and Taiwan will
continue to work together to promote enduring
peace, stability, and prosperity in the Asia-Pa-
cific region.

RECOGNIZING MILWAUKEE JOB
CORPS ON ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to the Job Corps Program. Established in
1964, it was one of the central initiatives of
President Johnsons’ War on Poverty and mod-
eled after President Franklin Roosevelt's New
Deal Initiative called the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC). The CCC employed thousands
of people during the Great Depression to help
rebuild our country’s infrastructure.

This is certainly a milestone year for the Job
Corps Program nationally. | am honored, as
an elected official, to have had a role in bring-
ing this worthwhile program to the 4th Con-
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gressional District of Wisconsin. Job Corps as-
sists low-income student ages 16 to 24 im-
prove the quality of their lives through voca-
tional and academic training. Because of its
emphasis on providing academic and “hands
on” training, graduates of Job Corps’ program
are assured the all-around skills needed to
succeed in a career and in life.

The Milwaukee Center is just one of 125
Job Centers nationally serving 60,000 stu-
dents each year. Since its inception, Job
Corps has served more than three million
young people. The benefits of this no cost
education and career technical training pro-
gram administered by the U.S. Department of
Labor are both tremendous and life changing.
Over 80 percent of the Job Corps graduates
obtain jobs, enroll in higher education or enter
the military. In fact, Job Corps is the nation’s
largest and most successful residential training
program.

In addition to the direct services provided to
participants, Job Corps impacts the local com-
munities in which they are sited with economic
benefits. 228 local jobs are directly or indi-
rectly supported by the average Job Corps
campus each year and $1.91 in local eco-
nomic activity is generated by each dollar in-
vested in Job Corps.

Mr. Speaker, | am deeply proud of Job
Corps success over the past 50 years. | com-
mend them for their work and dedication to
our nation’s at-risk, jobless and
disenfranchised youth. | will continue to lend
my support to the Job Corps mission of teach-
ing eligible young people the skills they need
to become employable or further their edu-
cation. Congratulations on the 50th Anniver-
sary of Job Corps and continued success in
the 4th Congressional District and around the
country.

———

CONGRATULATING A SAFE PLACE
ON ITS NEW MUNDELEIN FACILITY

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, every nine seconds
a woman is assaulted or beaten in the United
States, and one in four women will experience
domestic violence at some point in her life-
time. The statistics are, quite simply, alarming.

| want to recognize an organization in our
district working to combat the very real and
disturbing violence behind these statistics. A
Safe Place of Lake County transforms the
lives of victims of domestic violence by pro-
viding counseling, shelter, support groups,
training, legal support and outreach to prevent
further abuse. Its goal is to encourage a whole
community to break the cycle of violence
through education and speaking out against
destructive behavior.

A Safe Place transforms hundreds of fami-
lies by giving them the opportunity to receive
the help they need and a chance to start a
new chapter in their lives. | stand with A Safe
Place because everyone deserves a safe and
healthy life.
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RECOGNIZING THE VICTIMS OF
THE SMOLENSK AIR CRASH

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor those who died 5 years ago in the
tragic Smolensk air crash. On the morning of
April 10th, 2010, Polish Air Force One went
down at Smolenski North Military Airfield in
Western Russia, killing 96 passengers. Among
the passengers onboard the flight were Po-
land’s President Lech Kaczynski, First Lady
Maria Kaczynska, political and military offi-
cials, and civilian families.

That day, Polish Air Force One was headed
to an event marking the 70th Anniversary of
the massacre of thousands of Polish prisoners
of war by Joseph Stalin and the Soviet Secret
Police, known as the Katyn Forest Massacre.
Now, on this day, we not only remember those
who died 70 years ago, but also those who
tragically lost their lives just 5 years ago. |
pray for the families of those who lost loved
ones, and pray for a strengthened and united
Poland in years to come.

In recognition of the 5th Anniversary of the
Smolensk Disaster, Polish community mem-
bers in my district, and the surrounding area,
will gather at the National Shrine of Our Lady
of Czestochowa in Doylestown to honor those
who lost their lives. | join them in marking this
important date with reflection and prayer.

Today, Poland remains one of America’s
strongest allies, with mutual interests advanc-
ing the causes of liberty and freedom at home
and around the world. We must continue to
have a strong United States—Poland relation-
ship in the years to come.

————

IN HONOR OF RITZ THEATER COM-
PANY’S 30TH YEAR ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in honor of the Ritz Theater Company’s 30th
anniversary. For thirty years, the Ritz Theater
has provided Haddon Township and New Jer-
sey with unprecedented cultural experiences.

Since 1986, the Ritz Theater Company has
made renovation, restoration, and preservation
of their historic building a major priority. Now
with their 30th anniversary approaching, the
theater company has begun construction of
their set for the Pulitzer Prize-winning play “A
Streetcar Named Desire” from 1947. This am-
bitious undertaking is just an example of the
quality events the theater company has pro-
vided to the community for three decades.

The Ritz Theater Company has received
ample support from the community over the
years. For example, local volunteers spent
three weeks constructing the “Streetcar” set
and two weeks installing it. This kind of com-
munity support maintains the vital bond be-
tween the theater and its audience.

The Ritz Theater Company acknowledges
the importance of community involvement for
a growing, local theater and each season, the
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theater adds an assortment of student produc-
tions, concerts and films. During the off sea-
son, the Ritz holds a summer program for
youth performers, providing scholarships to
students in the Haddon Township community.
To mark their 30th anniversary, the Ritz The-
ater Company will expand on its youth pro-
grams and scholarships.

Mr. Speaker, The Ritz Theater Company is
a unique establishment that connects the
beauty of the arts to the beauty of working to-
gether to accomplish greatness. | look forward
to seeing what the next thirty years bring for
The Ritz Theater Company, Haddon Township
and New Jersey.

REMEMBERING CESAR CHAVEZ,
CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST, LABOR
LEADER, AND CHAMPION OF
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in remembrance of one of the greatest
Americans produced by our beloved country,
Cesar Estrada Chavez who died on April 23,
1993 at the age of 66.

Cesar Chavez was a civil rights activist,
labor leader, and champion of social and eco-
nomic justice.

Throughout his life Cesar Chavez fought for
justice for the poor, the young, the vulnerable,
and those living on the margins and in the
shadows of the richest and most powerful na-
tion on earth.

Because of Cesar Chavez, migrant farm-
workers and their families now enjoy more hu-
mane living and working conditions.

Cesar Chavez knew firsthand how hard the
life of migrant farm workers was because he
lived it himself, beginning with his work in the
fields of the Central Valley at the age of ten
to help support his family.

In 1945, Chavez served his country as a
member of the U.S. Navy as he fought in the
latter part of World War II.

Cesar Chavez began his consequential ca-
reer as a field organizer for the Community
Service Organization in 1952 and steadily rose
through the ranks until he became CSO Na-
tional Director.

In 1965, Cesar Chavez co-founded the Na-
tional Farm Workers Association with Dolores
Huerta which evolved into the United Farm
Workers union.

The National Farm Workers Association was
successful in securing fair wages and safe
working conditions for farm workers.

The UFW also led a worldwide grape boy-
cott that helped ensure farm workers had a
voice in contract negotiations.

In 1972 Cesar Chavez fasted in response to
Arizona’s passage of legislation that prohibited
boycotts and strikes by farm workers during
the harvest season.

With his death also came a great sense of
pride for all the progress that Cesar Chavez
brought as a direct result of his unwavering
commitment to farm workers’ rights.

Mr. Speaker, recently | had the honor of
being the Grand Marshal for the 16th annual
Cesar Chavez Day Parade in Houston.

The parade serves as a great opportunity
not only to remember a great man, but to re-
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mind us of our responsibilities to each other
and to fight for equal justice for all persons.

Mr. Speaker, in addressing the Common-
wealth Club in 1984, Cesar Chavez said:

Once social change begins, it cannot be re-
versed. You cannot un-educate the person
who has learned to read. You cannot humili-
ate the person who feels pride. You cannot
oppress the people who are not afraid any-
more.

Mr. Speaker, Cesar Chavez was an agent
of change.

He educated his people and instilled in them
a sense of pride.

He taught them to be unafraid to fight for
justice and human dignity.

Cesar Chavez made a difference, and he
made our country better.

| ask the House to observe a moment of si-
lence in memory of Cesar Estrada Chavez.

———————

HONORING THE LIFE OF JACK
FORD, MAYOR EMERITUS AND
PRESIDENT OF CITY COUNCIL,
FORMER STATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE AND MINORITY LEADER OF
THE OHIO HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Jack Ford, who passed from
our community on Saturday, March 21st.

Jack Ford was one of a kind. He gave his
life, decade after decade, to our entire com-
munity. We hold an abiding gratitude for his
lifetime of dedicated and honorable service to
us. | particularly appreciated his genius and
wry sense of humor. He never missed a beat.
Our entire region has benefited from his gen-
erous and focused life on behalf of others.

Born in Springfield, Ohio to Edna and Stan-
ton Ford, Jack Ford graduated from Ohio
State University with a degree in social work.
Already on a path to public service, he began
his career with the Ohio Youth Commission.
He came to Toledo in 1974 to earn his law de-
gree from the University of Toledo. He then
became director of the Lucas County Mental
Health Board and consolidated county agen-
cies into Substance Abuse Services Inc—
known as SASI—which he directed.

Jack began his service in elected life in
1987, when he successfully ran for Toledo
City Council, eventually serving as Council
President in 1993. Beginning in 1994, Jack
served in the State legislature until he reached
his term limit. Always, he understood the inter-
connections of our City to the world beyond it.
His knowledge was hard-earned and unique.

Jack Ford also made history. As an educa-
tor, health professional, and political activist,
Mayor Ford became the very first African
American Mayor elected in Toledo, in 2001.
With his election as Mayor, he elevated our
community to a more inclusive and progres-
sive place. He made us proud. He was all
business, and always demonstrated a hands-
on, can-do attitude. He was a master of the
City budget and directed his Administration to
make long neglected improvements.

Following his tenure as Mayor, Jack was
elected to the Board of Toledo Public Schools
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and, most recently, returned to Toledo City
Council to continue his service to our commu-
nity. All the while, Jack imparted his knowl-
edge to young people, encouraging and teach-
ing at the university level. Even when not feel-
ing well, he carried forward his duties in a sol-
dierly and persevering manner, earning re-
spect from all who knew him.

Jack always had a twinkle in his eye and a
knack for presenting the unvarnished truth to
all whose paths he crossed. He had a very
kind heart and generously shared his beloved
family and adopted family like Reverend John
McKissick and his lovely wife Mrs. Pearl
“Mother” McKissick. What beautiful memories
| hold of these self-giving, intelligent, produc-
tive citizens. Jack brought everyone together
for a greater good to which he pledged his
worthy efforts. He reserved a special place in
his life for students and youth he mentored.
He took particular pleasure in the classroom.
Teaching at the University of Toledo and
Bowling Green State University allowed him to
inspire many leaders for the next generation.

It is with a heavy heart that | extend my
deepest sympathy to the Ford family: his wife
Cynthia, his children, and his friends and as-
sociates. May the angels carry Jack Ford to a
place of peace and rest. He has been truly a
good, faithful, and honorable servant.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, March 23; Tuesday, March 24;
Wednesday, March 25; and Thursday, March
26, 2015, | was out on medical leave while re-
covering from surgery and unable to be
present for recorded votes. Had | been
present, | would have voted:

“Yes” on rollcall vote No. 130 (on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 360),
“yes” on rollcall vote No. 131 (on the motion
to suspend the rules and agree to H. Res.
162), “no” on rollcall vote No. 132 (on order-
ing the previous question on H. Res. 163),
“no” on rollcall vote No. 133 (on agreeing to
the resolution H. Res. 163), “yes” on rollcall
vote No. 134 (on the motion to suspend the
rules and pass H.R. 216, as amended), “yes”
on rollcall vote No. 135 (on approving the jour-
nal), “no” on rollcall vote No. 136 (on agreeing
to the Ellison Amendment to H. Con. Res. 27),
“yes” on rollcall vote No. 137 (on agreeing to
the Butterfield Amendment to H. Con. Res.
27), “no” on rolicall vote No. 138 (on agreeing
to the Stutzman Amendment to H. Con. Res.
27), “yes” on rollcall vote No. 139 (on agree-
ing to the Van Hollen Amendment to H. Con.
Res. 27), “no” on rollcall vote No. 140 (on
agreeing to the first Tom Price Amendment to
H. Con. Res. 27), “no” on rollcall vote No. 141
(on agreeing to the second Tom Price Amend-
ment to H. Con. Res. 27), “no” on rollcall vote
No. 142 (on agreeing to the resolution H. Con.
Res. 27, as amended), “no” on rollcall vote
No. 143 (on agreeing to the resolution H. Res.
173), and “yes” on rollcall vote No. 144 (on
passage of H.R. 2).
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INTRODUCTION OF THE FAIR PLAY
FAIR PAY ACT OF 2015

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, this is an amaz-
ing time for everyone who loves music. We
have more ways to listen, incredible new
paths to discover new artists, and “anytime
anywhere” access to almost any type of
music. Just as television has moved from a
homogenized three-network world to the dy-
namic multi-platform competition of today—
bringing us better and more varied programs
than anyone could have imagined just a dec-
ade ago—radio has done the same. New dig-
ital services offer a dizzying area of choices
and stations, and are pushing traditional AM/
FM to innovate and break new ground as well.

But the rules governing radio music haven’t
kept up with the times. After decades of legis-
lative stopgaps, special interest exceptions,
and congressional gridlock, radio businesses
today operate under an absurd patchwork of
inconsistent royalty standards and licensing
rules. The result is a serious distortion of the
economics of the radio business that artificially
props up some services, and tilts the playing
field steeply against others. And more than
anything—it massively shortchanges artists
and other music creators who, to this day, get
paid nothing when their performances are
aired on AM/FM radio.

Today in your dashboard you might have an
AM/FM radio, a SiriusXM receiver, and an on-
line link to Pandora. If you hear a song on
Pandora, the artist and his or her accom-
panying musicians get a decent royalty, since
Internet radio is governed by a fair market
value royalty standard. However, if you hit a
different button and hear the exact same re-
cording on SiriusXM, the artist gets a much
smaller royalty for the exact same song, be-
cause satellite radio pays below market royal-
ties thanks to a 15 year old “grandfathered”
exception from the normal royalty standard. If
you tune in on AM/FM, the artist gets nothing
for the same performance. Not a cent.

And if you click over to a song recorded be-
fore February 15, 1972, some of the biggest
and most successful digital services have
ceased paying royalties to older musicians,
many of whom are past their working years
and have no other way to make ends meet.

In the end, everybody loses under this cha-
otic system. Radio services are forced to com-
pete in an unfair and distorted market that
props up the oldest broadcast technology at
the expense of innovative new services. How
is it fair that companies like Pandora and
SiriusXM, who pay royalties on all (post-1972)
music, must compete against big radio con-
glomerates that don’t pay any royalties on
most of the music they use? Even within the
digital space, Pandora has loudly—and right-
ly—complained that its competitor SiriusXM
pays royalties that are much lower based on
totally arbitrary government decisions.

The Fair Play Fair Pay Act, which | am hon-
ored to introduce today along with my col-
leagues Congressmen MARSHA BLACKBURN
(R-TN), JOHN CONYERS, Jr. (D-MI) and TED
DEUTCH (D-FL), corrects this unfair and illogi-
cal system. It harmonizes the rules for licens-
ing of sound recordings across all platforms
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and establishes a simple, fundamental prin-
ciple for the radio business: Fair pay for all
artists on all platforms. At the same time, it
protects truly small, local, and non-commercial
AM/FM radio stations by ensuring that their
royalties are affordable, capped at $500 a
year for stations with revenue below $1 million
a year and at $100 a year for noncommercial
broadcasters.

It sets down a clear marker on the need to
resolve the dispute over pre-72 music—mak-
ing clear what should already have been obvi-
ous, that all music has value and all who cre-
ate it should be paid regardless of age. The
courts have begun the process of protecting
the rights of older artists under state law. In
the meantime, the provision in this bill can
serve as a placeholder as we continue to
monitor those developments, and work toward
a long term solution that benefits all stake-
holders.

The bill also addresses the distribution of
royalties, codifying industry practices that sim-
plify the allocation of royalties to music pro-
ducers and engineers. And it requires direct
pay in direct licensing deals for music that is
eligible for the existing statutory license. We
are aware that there are ongoing discussions
about direct pay for direct licensing, and the
final provisions of the bill on this point will be
informed by those discussions and by our
commitment to protecting the rights and equi-
ties of all music creators, artists, independent
labels, and majors.

And it includes a concrete and enforceable
protection for songwriters—stating in unambig-
uous terms that the changes made by this law
cannot be used to lower or reduce songwriting
royalties in any way.

It is a great time for music lovers today—but
if we don't fix the corrosive distortions that are
eating away at the core of the radio business
that won’t be true forever. Artists already
struggling with the steep decline in album
sales will find it more and more difficult to
make a living. Music as a career path will be
closed off to many—and if that happens we all
lose.

We look forward to working with our col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle in the
House and Senate to consider this legislation
and pass it into law.

COMMEMORATING EQUAL PAY
DAY AND EXPRESSING SUPPORT
FOR THE PAYCHECK FAIRNESS
ACT

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate Equal Pay Day, a day
in which President John F. Kennedy, on June
10th, 1963, proposed the simple principle that
women deserve equal pay for equal work.

The symbolism of this day is expressed in
that, as we are more than three months into
the year, women’s wages are only now begin-
ning to catch up to what men were paid the
previous year.

Today, women on average make 78 cents
for every dollar earned by men, amounting to
an annual disparity of more than $10,876 dol-
lars between full-time working men and
women.
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It is important to understand what 78 cents
to ever dollar means to a family: $10,876
could purchase 86 more weeks of food;
$10,876 could afford more than 3,200 addi-
tional gallons of gasoline; $10,876 could sup-
port families in incredible ways, and yet, even
today, $10,876 annually is exactly what
women currently do without simply because of
being women.

For African American women and Latina
women, the wage gap is even higher. African
American women on average earn only 64
cents, while Latina women earn 54 cents to
every dollar earned by white, non-Hispanic
men.

In my home state of Texas, however, the
average wage gap for African American
women is 59 cents to the dollar. For Latina
women, it is an abysmal 45 cents to the dollar.

This is why | support H.R. 1619, the Pay-
check Fairness Act, which addresses loop-
holes in the 1963 Equal Pay Act.

H.R. 1619 would protect employees who
voluntarily share their own salary information
at work from retaliation by an employer and
remove obstacles in the Equal Pay Act to fa-
cilitate plaintiffs’ participation in class action
lawsuits that challenge discrimination.

H.R. 1619 would also better align key Equal
Pay Act defenses with those in Title VII of the
Civil Rights Act, requiring employers to prove
that pay disparities exist for legitimate, job-re-
lated reasons.

On this Equal Pay Day, | call upon House
Republicans, all of whom have so far refused
to co-sponsor the Paycheck Fairness Act, to
answer this simple question: why are you op-
posed to woman earning the same amount as
men?

| ask House Republicans to stop wasting
the time of this Congress with attempts to
defund the Department of Homeland Security
and focus your energies on legislation that
would actually help the American people.

Let us call this opposition to the Paycheck
Fairness Act, and opposition to all acts of
Congress dating back to the 1960’s that have
attempted to ameliorate the glaring disparities
in wages between women and men, for what
it is: deliberately and blatantly sexist.

| ask all my colleagues to come help make
the Paycheck Fairness Act a reality.

We should remember: equal pay is not sim-
ply a women’s issue—it is a family issue.

It is time now to update antiquated pay
equality laws and to eliminate the wage gap
entirely between men and women.

It is time for equal pay for equal work.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHUCK
BROCKMAN

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor and remember the life of
Chuck Brockman, a devoted husband, son,
brother, uncle, boater, philanthropist, news-
paperman, friend, and retired soldier.

Chuck was born on May 28, 1934, in Mount
Clemens, Michigan. He spent his early years
in Mount Clemens with his father, Harvey, and
mother, Roma, and his sister, Janet. At the
age of 20, Chuck entered the U.S. Army and
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admirably served our nation in Munich, Ger-
many. During this time, he traveled extensively
in Europe and began what was soon-to-be
many decades of adventure.

Soon after, he married the love of his life,
Margarite “Scotty” Brockman. Although Chuck
and Scotty never had any children of their
own, they were known for their generosity and
willingness to  “adopt” individuals they
mentored throughout their lives. This epito-
mizes the man that Chuck Brockman was—he
was always willing to take care of others as if
they were his own family.

Chuck worked in the composing room at the
Macomb Daily newspaper for 34 years before
he semi-retired in 1999. At that time, he
launched a boating column to share his pas-
sion for sailing and the sea with others. An
avid recreational boater, he would write about
places to go and the stories behind them. In-
stead of retiring and quietly enjoying the twi-
light of his life, in his usual adventurous style,
Chuck chose to continue sharing his fearless
experiences on the beautiful waters of the
Great Lakes for all to learn more.

Chuck continued his advocacy about the
natural wonders of the Lakes and its maritime
heritage when he founded and ran the Save
Our South Channel Lights, an organization de-
voted to restoring historically important light-
houses in Lake St. Clair and the St. Clair
River. These South Channel lighthouses, also
known as the Twin Sisters, were built before
Abraham Lincoln was President of the United
States and were used for many years by mari-
ners sailing across Lake St. Clair and entering
the South Channel up to the St. Clair River.
Unfortunately, they fell into disrepair and were
neglected, and many thought they would sim-
ply fall into the lake and be forgotten. That is,
until Chuck Brockman made it his mission to
save them. He was a passionate spokes-
person for this project that raised funds for
equipment and worked to maintain structures
of lighthouses that were falling into the lake.
Because of his tireless efforts, Chuck’s organi-
zation raised about $900,000 and now has
lighthouses listed on the National Registry of
Historic Places. Chuck was able to recruit and
inspire so many dedicated individuals into this
project. Because of this, even though he has
sailed on, this work will continue; this is a true
legacy.

| first met Chuck when | was a Harrison
Township Supervisor in the 1980s. We in-
stantly formed a bond because of our common
love for boating. Later when | became Sec-
retary of State, | relied on Chuck’s sage ad-
vice for many projects impacting southeast
Michigan, particularly the lighthouses. As Sec-
retary of State for Michigan, | established a li-
cense plate fundraising program that finan-
cially supported the preservation of all 124 of
Michigan’s lighthouses. Like Chuck, | also ap-
preciate the austere beauty of lighthouses and
the important role they play for all sailors.
Chuck and | worked closely during my time as
Secretary of State and then when | entered
Congress to preserve these structures. | was
amazed and inspired by his enthusiasm, zeal,
and quiet strength in accomplishing what
many thought was an insurmountable feat. |
considered him an advisor on these issues
and a loyal friend.

On March 1, 2015, Chuck passed away
peacefully in his home on Harsens Island. |
know that | am not alone in saying that | will
miss his positive outlook on life and stories of
his adventures—both on and off the water.
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Mark Twain once said:

Twenty years from now you will be more
disappointed by the things that you didn’t do
than by the ones you did do. So throw off the
bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor.
Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore.
Dream. Discover.

Chuck’s life was the embodiment of this
saying. In the 80 years that he spent on Earth,
he explored, sailed, loved, taught, mentored,
learned, gave, and most importantly, lived.

Chuck has left a sizeable legacy for the
people of Michigan. It is people like him that
forever leave an imprint in our minds and on
our hearts.

Fair winds and following seas, Chuck.

———

HONORING AN INSPIRING HERO IN
NEVADA’S STATE ASSEMBLY:
HARVEY MUNFORD

HON. CRESENT HARDY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
honor a great legend in the Nevada State As-
sembly today. Elected in 2004, Assemblyman
Harvey Munford (D—-Las Vegas), broke bound-
aries with a storied career in Nevada. Stand-
ing 6 feet, 8 inches, Harvey was destined to
be on the basketball court. While being the
first black man to attend and graduate from
Montana State University at Billings, he laced
up his shoes and hit the hardwood quickly be-
coming an All-American in the sport. After a
record setting career in college, Harvey was
drafted by the Los Angeles Lakers only to be
sidelined permanently from the game with a
knee injury. Turning to the classroom, Harvey
settled in and became a towering presence in
lives of students for over 36 years teaching at
both the high school and community college
level. After retiring from teaching, he turned
his attention to the Statehouse and decided to
become an opposing figure in the Assembly.
Bringing his non-stop work ethic to debates, |
quickly respected and enjoyed being around
Harvey. That is why Mr. Speaker, | want to
recognize Harvey Munford today for a storied
career in public service representing Nevada
residents.

PRAKUL SURESH'S ESSAY
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Prakul Suresh attends Elkins High School in
Missouri City, Texas. The essay topic is: in
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your opinion, what role should government
play in our lives?

A government is an establishment created
by citizens in order to protect and provide
for the people of the country. Personally, I
believe the role of a government is to do
what is best for its citizens in a just manner.
The government ought to try to protect its
subjects and uphold societal welfare in the
best way possible, whether it is through ac-
tion or inaction.

A primary goal of the government is to en-
sure the country is safe from foreign at-
tacks. For example, after the September 11th
terrorist attacks, America responded with
force and began operations against Al-Qaeda
and Osama Bin Laden in order to protect our
homeland. The American government has an
obligation to keep its citizens safe against
war as well There are many ways in which a
government can approach this. One method
is to fight against enemies to keep America
safe. Another method is to try to keep peace
without compromising our interests and
principles in order to ensure Americans do
not have to unnecessarily fight. The task of
protecting our nation is extremely difficult,
considering the plethora of threats that na-
tions such as the United States get. How-
ever, it is vital that America protects the
safety of the nation.

Another duty is to ensure all Americans
have the opportunity to succeed. One mecha-
nism through which the government can do
this is by making public education afford-
able and within reach to the common man.
By promoting a properly functioning public
education system, the government guaran-
tees that anyone, regardless of gender, race
or any other factor, has an opportunity to
succeed. The government should also have an
environment that encourages innovation,
success and hard work, not an entitlement
society. The government is obligated to give
everybody equal opportunities at success,
which is a foundation for a prosperous soci-
ety.

Finally, I believe the government ought to
try to create a stable, powerful economy.
Businesses employ people, provide a sense of
purpose to the people, pay taxes to fund the
nation, and promote what makes America
great: hard work, innovation and a powerful
economy. By creating stable policies and
providing incentives to draw investors and
businesses, as well as supporting existing
businesses, America can grow its dynamic
economy. Policies such as low tax rates and
simplified laws can help incentivize invest-
ing in the United States. It would be in the
public’s best interest to have a powerful
economy, which leads to a powerful nation.

As Ronald Reagan once said, ‘‘govern-
ment’s first duty is to protect the people,
not run their lives.”” The government should
ensure that society is protected, whether it
be protecting against foreign threats, pro-
tecting the opportunity to succeed, or pro-
tecting the economy. Through protection,
the government can take the best actions
and inactions regarding numerous issues.

A TRIBUTE TO JASON WILLIS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Jason
Willis for being named a 2015 Forty Under 40
honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.
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Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on the combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Jason has the determination and drive to be
successful in all of his pursuits, which is high-
lighted by his exemplary work at the Willis
Auto Campus. As general manager, Jason’s
work-ethic and drive allow him to continue his
family’s tradition of service and dedication to
the Des Moines area. Jason spends his free
time supporting causes he believes in, raising
critical funds. Joshua’s outstanding work ethic
and dedication to service, both professionally
and personally, makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Jason in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Jason on
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

———

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ELE-
MENTARY AND SECONDARY EDU-
CATION ACT OF 1965

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today on the 50th Anniversary
of the landmark legislation: The Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965. When
this bill was signed into law 50 years ago,
President Johnson understood that “full edu-
cational opportunity” should be our nation’s
primary goal. This momentous legislation af-
firmed that every child has an equal right to a
quality education regardless of zip code.

Our public education system has come a
long way since 1965, and though we have
made great strides in closing achievement
gaps and increasing the graduation rate, the
law is not perfect. There is still much, much
work to be done. As Congress looks to rewrite
this law, we must remember the core tenants
of Elementary and Secondary Education Act.
We must seek to ensure that our public edu-
cation system offers equal opportunity for all,
and that the needs of our nation’s most vul-
nerable children are being met.

Education is our nation’s great equalizer.
For 50 years, the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act has been our nation’s driving
force for educational equity. Education is crit-
ical to lift children out of poverty and afford op-
portunities that once seemed unachievable.
We should expand support for elementary and
secondary education—not limit it—so that all
Americans can receive the education they de-
serve.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JESS T.
HAY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today with great pleasure
to recognize Mr. Jess T. Hay of Dallas, Texas.
During his lengthy career in corporate Amer-
ica, Mr. Hay served as director and presiding
director of Viad Corp, chairman and CEO of
Lomas Financial group and Lomas and
Nettleton Financial Corporation. He has also
served on the board of directors for compa-
nies such as Exxon Mobile and the Grey-
hound Corporation.

Born in Forney, Texas in 1931, Jess Hay is
a lifelong resident of Texas. He completed his
studies at Southern Methodist University in
Dallas, Texas, earning his Bachelor's degree
in Business Administration in 1953 and his
Juris Doctorate in 1955. Mr. Hay’s passion for
education and research led to his appointment
to the University of Texas Systems Board of
Regents by former Texas Governor, Dolph
Briscoe in 1977. Following his initial appoint-
ment, he served as Chairman of the Board
from 1985-1987. Mr. Hay believed that high
quality basic research produces good applied
research, which, in turn, would produce more
jobs and more revenue to sustain American
prosperity.

Jess Hay is truly a phenomenal leader. A
man fueled by dedication and committed to
public service, Mr. Hay’s leadership and his
commitment to impacting the political land-
scape. He had a tremendous impact on Dallas
politics. He paved the way for Dallas leaders,
myself included, to effectively work for change
in communities across the Dallas Metroplex.

Jess Hay was not just committed to busi-
ness and politics. He was a dedicated family
man. He and his wife, Betty Jo, are the loving
parents of two daughters, Debby and Patricia.

Mr. Speaker, | stand today to honor Mr.
Jess Hay and to thank him for his work in
service to the people of Dallas and the great
state of Texas.

————

HONORING THE MINORITY LEADER
IN THE NEVADA STATE ASSEM-
BLY: MARILYN KIRKPATRICK

HON. CRESENT HARDY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
congratulate and honor the current Minority
Leader in the Nevada State Assembly, Marilyn
Kirkpatrick (D—North Las Vegas) for her serv-
ice to the citizens of the Battle Born State. |
consider Marilyn both a colleague and a
friend. She has served nobly since first being
elected in November of 2004. Through a tena-
cious work ethic and a strong ability to get
things done, Marilyn rose to a leadership posi-
tion and was elected by her colleagues as
Speaker of the Nevada State Assembly from
2013-2014 in a chamber that was often filled
with heated debates and battles. Marilyn and
| frequently had inspiring discussions, and at
the end of the day, | respect her prowess for
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policy and | stand here today recognizing her
for her many accomplishments. While juggling
various Assembly commitments, Marilyn con-
tinued to serve as a mentor and a leader to
her Girl Scouts of America. | seriously don’t
know how she could multitask on so many im-
portant issues, both inside the Statehouse and
outside of the Statehouse. It was truly inspir-
ing to observe Marilyn as she guided young
Members with her wealth of institutional knowl-
edge. Mr. Speaker, | commend Marilyn on her
service to Nevada and wish her the best of
luck on her next endeavors.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO SARA SCHULER
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Sara
Schuler for being named a 2015 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Sara has the determination and drive to be
successful in anything she does, and her ex-
emplary work with Nationwide Mutual Insur-
ance Co. is a testament to that. As the Human
Resources Director she utilizes her abilities to
help people grow and develop. In her free
time she serves her community through chari-
table organizations such as the Junior League
of Des Moines, the St. Francis of Assisi Par-
ish, and Hawthorn Hill. In all aspects of her
life, Sara is an example of the hard work and
service that makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Sara in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Sara on re-
ceiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

—————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF NORTHWEST FLORIDA’S BE-
LOVED CHIEF MASTER SER-
GEANT JAMES C. BINNICKER

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to honor the life and legacy of Northwest Flor-
ida’s beloved Chief Master Sergeant James C.
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Binnicker. Chief Binnicker served our Nation
with honor and distinction for more than 33
years in the United States Air Force, rising to
the highest enlisted position: Chief Master
Sergeant of the Air Force.

Chief Binnicker was born in Orangeburg,
South Carolina, and graduated from Aiken
High School in 1956. Following his high school
graduation, Chief Binnicker enlisted in the Air
Force, where he completed his basic training
at Lackland Air Force Base. During his long
and distinguished Air Force career, Chief
Binnicker served both at home and abroad in
various capacities including as a life support
specialist, air operations superintendent, Viet-
namese linguist, First Sergeant and Command
Chief Master Sergeant. Serving in such a wide
array of challenging positions is a testament to
Chief Binnicker’s assiduous work ethic and un-
wavering commitment to duty, and his suc-
cessful service in myriad capacities led to his
selection for various senior leadership posi-
tions.

Thanks to his leadership abilities and wide-
ranging experience, Chief Binnicker was se-
lected in 1977 to serve as the Air Force Sen-
ior Enlisted Advisor on the President’'s Com-
mission on Military Compensation, before
going on to serve in a number of senior lead-
ership roles. As a result of his exceptional
service, Chief Binnicker was selected in 1985
for the 33-year extended tenure program, and
in July 1986 he became the ninth Chief Mas-
ter Sergeant of the Air Force. During his four-
year tenure as Chief Master Sergeant of the
Air Force, Chief Binnicker served as an ad-
viser to Secretary of the Air Force Edward C.
Aldridge Jr. and Air Force Chief of Staff Gen-
eral Larry D. Welch. In this position, he ad-
vised Secretary Aldridge and General Welch
on matters concerning welfare, effective utili-
zation and progress of enlisted members of
the Air Force. During his distinguished career,
Chief Binnicker received a number of major
awards and decorations, including: the Distin-
guished Service Medal; Legion of Merit;
Bronze Star Medal; Meritorious Service Medal
with three oak leaf clusters; Joint Service
Commendation Medal; Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal with oak leaf cluster; Vietham Serv-
ice Medal with three service stars; Republic of
Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm; and the
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal.

As with so many of our Nation’s brave
servicemembers, the leadership skills and ex-
ecutive experience gained by Chief Binnicker
during his military career translated to im-
mense success in the civilian world. Following
his retirement from the Air Force, Chief
Binnicker worked for a number of years as a
senior vice-president at a major insurance
company, before being selected to serve as
the President and Chief Executive Officer of
the Air Force Enlisted Village, Inc. in beautiful
Shalimar, Florida. In this position, Chief
Binnicker oversaw the operations of Teresa
Village, Bob Hope Village, and the Hawthorn
House, ensuring a first-class retirement life for
more than 400 residents.

In addition to his military service and suc-
cessful business career, Chief Binnicker was
also a leader in the veterans’ community and
in Northwest Florida’s civil society. He served
as the director of numerous organizations, in-
cluding the Air Commando Association; the Air
Force Memorial Foundation; the Air Force Ser-
geants Association Museum Foundation; and
Emerald Coast Hospice. As a result of his
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leadership and excellence, he received numer-
ous awards, including the Air Force Sergeants
Association’s Americanism Award and the Ex-
ecutive of the Year Award from the Florida As-
sociation of Homes and Services for the
Aging.

To some Chief Binnicker will be remem-
bered as a patriot who served his country with
honor and distinction, reaching the highest
echelons of Air Force enlisted service as a re-
sult of his character and commitment to serv-
ice; to others he will be remembered as a suc-
cessful business executive and leader in civil
society; to his family and friends he will for-
ever be remembered as a loving husband, fa-
ther, and grandfather.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am honored and privileged to rec-
ognize the life of Chief Master Sergeant
James C. Binnicker. My wife Vicki joins me in
extending our prayers and deepest condo-
lences to his wife, Jan; children, Carmen and
Michael; and granddaughter, Julia.

NAIMAH SARWAR’S ESSAY

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Naimah Sarwar attends Pearland High
School in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is:
in your opinion, what role should government
play in our lives?

I come from a household where there is one
rule I have learned from observation when it
comes to discussing politics: DON'T. I re-
member countless times after dinner parties,
where my dad would walk out of the parlor
where the men would sit to drink tea. In-
stead of looking like he had just enjoyed a
steaming cup of chai, he looked like he had
walked out of a war zone. ‘‘Three hours,” he
would say, much to my amusement.
“They’ve been pointlessly arguing about pol-
itics for three hours.” Instead of simply
agreeing to disagree they created a vicious
cycle of destructive and in my opinion, hilar-
ious conversation. I have always been obsti-
nately opinionated but rather than joining
the conversation, I always chose to remain
the casual observer. Why go to the trouble of
arguing against someone who would always
disagree with you?

But I believe that is the root of the prob-
lem when it comes to American involvement
in the political process. We have become
complacent. We have become detached. We
have become scared to raise our voices. We
live in one of the greatest democracies in the
world. However, I think that sometimes poli-
ticians and constituents alike forget what
that means. They forget that as citizens, it
is up to us to speak up for what we believe
in, and that politicians have a duty to rep-
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resent those beliefs. The American public
needs to be reassured of the strength of its
political efficacy because that is what makes
our government tick.

After attending Texas Girls’ State this
summer I made several wonderful friends,
who encouraged me to speak up about my
opinions. Although we might not agree with
each other when we argue about healthcare
reform or foreign policy, which embarrass-
ingly enough makes up our ‘‘girl talk”, we
are friends. We agree to disagree. Oftentimes
people feel as though their ideas and solu-
tions are so central to their identities that
they must defend their beliefs as though de-
fending themselves. I have not only become
self-assured enough to share my opinions,
but open to hearing the disagreement of oth-
ers. It is important for people to care about
the state of their government, and we must
break through the stigma that it is a taboo
topic. Bipartisanship not be considered rare.
Conversations need to continue. Ideas need
to be shared. Although one voice can’t swing
an election, or pass a law, it can make a dif-
ference.

—————

A TRIBUTE TO BRIAN SCHWARTZ

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Brian
Schwartz for being named a 2015 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Brian has the determination and drive to be
successful in all of his pursuits, which is high-
lighted by his exemplary work with Baker
Group. As an Account Executive, his ability to
work well with others is critically important be-
cause he oversees multiple programs and
events. In his free time, he serves his commu-
nity through charitable organizations such as
Habitat for Humanity and the Boot Camp for
New Dads program. In all aspects of his life,
Brian is an example of the hard work and
service that makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Brian in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Brian on
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.



April 13, 2015

RECOGNIZING THE WOMAN’S CLUB
OF ARTESIA-CERRITOS

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the Wom-
an’s Club of Artesia-Cerritos and their 100
years of service. It is an honor to represent a
distinguished organization that embodies lead-
ership, service, and commitment to the com-
munity. | am proud to represent an organiza-
tion such as the Woman’s Club of Artesia-
Cerritos whose dedication and accomplish-
ments over the past 100 years have had a
profound impact on the community.

Founded in 1915 as the Westside Reading
Club, the Woman’s Club of Artesia-Cerritos is
one of the oldest community service organiza-
tions in both cities. Their community service
has supported local programs and charities,
including the Community Family Guidance
Center, Friends of Cerritos Library and Artesia
Library, and the Long Beach Veteran’s Hos-
pital.

Each year the Woman’s Club hosts a num-
ber of events and educational programs, and
organizes volunteer services to support local
community programs and charities. Their hard
work and dedication illustrate the positive influ-
ence that women have in our community.

The positive impact the Woman’s Club has
had, not only in the community they represent,
but also in the surrounding neighborhoods is
worthy of recognition. | wish them continued
success and ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the Woman’s Club of Artesia-
Cerritos as they celebrate their 100 Year Anni-
versary.

————

HONORING MARK WRAY
HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, | rise with great pride to
honor the life of Mark Wray, a dedicated fam-
ily man who committed himself to his commu-
nity in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Mark Daniel Wray, Sr. was born on January
30, 1960 in Los Alamos, New Mexico. When
Mark was one year old the family decided to
move to nearby Santa Fe. It's here, in Santa
Fe, where Mark built his life, raised his family,
and watched his children grow in a community
he loved dearly.

It did not take long for Mark to find and
marry the love of his life. Shortly after grad-
uating, Mark and his high school sweetheart
Elizabeth Salazar tied the knot and embarked
on a lifelong journey together. That journey
began with Mark’s new job with the Santa Fe
Fire Department, an experience that molded
Mark into the man he became. In 21 years of
dedicated service, Mark ascended to rank of
Captain earning a reputation for his selfless
bravery. He took many risks to save people’s
lives; his greatest joy was to see the smiles on
the faces of those he saved.

In September 1999, Mark’s beloved Eliza-
beth was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis.
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Mark spent countless hours volunteering with
the local Multiple Sclerosis Support Group and
National Multiple Sclerosis Society, helping
with pot lucks, securing resources, and raising
money for the society to develop a cure for
the disease. Mark’s support for his loved ones
was unwavering, and he saw his community
as an extension of his family.

Mark was known as “Team Dad” among
members of the Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps (ROTC) at Santa Fe High School and
the Pony Express Drill team at St. Michael's
High School. He was a Boy Scout leader, a
leader at the local Little League and All Star
baseball teams, helped build props for his chil-
dren’s classes, and volunteered at many orga-
nizations, including the St. Francis Catholic
School and National Dance Institution of NM.

While Mark is no longer with us, his lasting
contributions are still a presence in the com-
munity to this day. His character is espoused
in the individuals he inspired throughout his
life, and his enduring principles live on in the
hearts and minds of all those he met. May the
memory of Mark continue to live on in all of
us.

———

OBSERVING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PASSAGE OF THE ELE-
MENTARY AND SECONDARY EDU-
CATION ACT OF 1965

HON. KATHERINE M. CLARK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
50 years ago, when Congress passed the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act, they
recognized the fact that education is a right,
not a privilege.

President Johnson celebrated this achieve-
ment, stating, “it will offer new hope to tens of
thousands,” and will help “children of poor
families overcome their greatest barrier to
progress: poverty.”

Today, millions of children face similar chal-
lenges, as the gap between the very rich and
the very poor continues to grow and the path
to the middle class is disappearing.

Instead of ideologically-driven cuts to edu-
cation that undermine our economic future, we
should invest in early learning programs that
yield high economic returns. We should pro-
tect the ESEA’s investments in the students,
teachers, and families who need it most.

We need an education law that gives teach-
ers the tools and flexibility they need to do
what's best for their students.

We have to protect our country’s most fun-
damental promise to children: the promise of
opportunity—that all children deserve a fair
shot and a high-quality education regardless
of their zip code; and regardless of the size of
their parents’ bank accounts.

Communities across the country are working
hard to meet today’s economic challenges.
They deserve a Congress that will roll up its
sleeves, make the tough decisions, and work
together on an education law that puts kids
first.
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A TRIBUTE TO KATIE STOCKING

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Katie
Stocking for being named a 2015 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Katie has the determination and drive to be
successful in all of her pursuits, which is high-
lighted by her exemplary work with Happy Me-
dium LLC. As the Founder and Owner of
Happy Medium, she utilizes her go-getter atti-
tude to continuously advance the vision of her
company. In her free time, she serves her
community through volunteering with Beacon
of Life, Youth Emergency Shelter & Services
and WesleyLife Meals on Wheels. In all as-
pects of her life, Katie is an example of the
hard work and service that makes our state
proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Katie in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Katie on re-
ceiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. DAVID HOLMES
SWINTON

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. David Holmes Swinton in
recognition of his 20 years of service as presi-
dent of Benedict College. In commemoration
of his two decades of leadership, he has been
presented with the college’s Legacy Award, an
honor of which he is most deserving

Dr. Swinton’s tenure at Benedict has been
exemplary. He has guided the institution
through two successful regional accreditations
as well as the national accreditation of seven
schools and programs. He has overseen a re-
markable transformation of the Benedict cam-
pus, acquiring over 120 acres of new land and
overseeing the construction or acquisition of
numerous facilities, including a football sta-
dium, six residence halls, a business develop-
ment center, an administration building, a stu-
dent health center, and a state-of-the-art cam-
pus center and dining hall. He also spear-
headed the redevelopment of the surrounding
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neighborhood through Benedict's nationally
recognized Community Development Corpora-
tion, led negotiations with the U.S. Department
of Education for the MSIs/HBCUs on Title IV
issues, and served as Chairman of the United
Negro College Fund Member Presidents.

Dr. Swinton’s able stewardship has
achieved results. Last year, Benedict ranked
14th in Washington Monthly’s baccalaureate
college rankings, which rated schools based
on their contributions to social mobility, re-
search, and service. In 2011, the college re-
ceived the Higher Education Civic Engage-
ment Award from the Washington Center in
recognition of its outstanding contributions to
our community. People have taken notice—
since Dr. Swinton became president, the col-
lege’s enroliment has more than doubled.

The presidency of Benedict College is only
the most recent position in which Dr. Swinton
has distinguished himself. He previously
served as Dean of the School of Business at
Jackson State University and as Director of
the Southern Center of Studies in Public Pol-
icy at Clark College. He is a renowned schol-
ar, specializing in the economic status of Afri-
can Americans. His scholarly work has been
featured in an impressive array of publications,
including the National Urban League’s The
State of Black America, American Economics
Review, The Review of Black Political Econ-
omy, Public Administration Review, Journal of
Urban Analysis, Business in Society, and
“. .. And Miles to Go Before | Sleep,” a
scholarly collection published by the Institute
for Public Service and Policy Research of the
University of South Carolina in commemora-
tion of the 50th anniversary of the Brown v.
Board of Education decision.

With Benedict's emphasis on community
service, it is fitting that Dr. Swinton has used
his economic expertise to benefit the public.
He was the first African American Chairman of
the Greater Columbia Chamber of Commerce
Board in the organization’s 92-year history. He
helped organize a group of investors to create
South Carolina Community Bank, the only mi-
nority-owned bank in the state. Dr. Swinton
has shown his commitment to be long-term,
having served as an economic advisor to the
National Urban League since 1980 and on
Black Enterprise magazine’s Board of Econo-
mists since 1990.

With such an illustrious career, it is no sur-
prise that Dr. Swinton has received numerous
honors and awards, including the National
Economic Association’s Samuel Z. Westerfield
Award, the Phi Beta Sigma Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in Education, and the Order of
the Palmetto, South Carolina’s highest civilian
honor. In 2007, he was elected to the South
Carolina Black Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating Dr. Swinton on
this milestone. | look forward to continuing to
work with him in the years to come, and | wish
him Godspeed.

———

IN HONOR OF THE ROTARY CLUB
OF ZANESVILLE’S 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the many achievements of the Rotary
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Club of Zanesville on the occasion of the
100th anniversary of the club’s founding.

For a century, the citizens of Zanesville and
Muskingum County have benefited from a
group of men and women who are committed
to promoting community service. A milestone
such as this certainly deserves recognition.
The Rotary Club of Zanesville’s history spans
two World Wars, the birth and demise of the
Soviet Union, the spread of mass transpor-
tation and the advancement of high speed,
global telecommunications. Throughout this,
the Rotary Club of Zanesville’s members have
served their community and worked to im-
prove the lives of their neighbors.

Service to others and service to the commu-
nity are timeless American traditions and hall-
marks of what has made our nation so great.
For 100 years, the members of The Rotary
Club of Zanesville have fashioned a reputation
that reflects their core values of service, fel-
lowship, diversity, integrity, and leadership.
Through projects like The Phoenix Award and
the Rotary Club Christmas Party for Zanesville
Special Needs Students, the club continues
Rotary International founder Paul Harris’ vision
of a group of business professionals gathering
in friendship and fellowship to create positive,
lasting change in their community and around
the world.

On behalf of the citizens of Ohio’s 12th
Congressional District, | thank the Rotary Club
of Zanesville for their service to the commu-
nity. | wish them continued success in the next
100 years.

———

BRITTANY EXLEY’'S ESSAY
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Brittany Exley attends Pearland High School
in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is: in your
opinion, why is it important to be involved in
the political process?

““No matter where you stand politically—
even if you are unsure of what your political
ideology is—it is important to take part in
the process of shaping our government”
(Brad Henry). The awareness gained by being
involved in the political process is not only
a good thing but a fantastic thing because
ignorance can be dangerous. Also being ac-
tive in politics is one of the very few ways,
in today’s world, that one human can change
the nation just by voting or stating their
ideas and opinions.

If more people were involved in politics
there would be more people that are more
aware of what is happening in the world out-
side of themselves. They could listen to the
reports on other nations and their relation-
ships with each other. However, they
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wouldn’t just hear about other countries and
their problems but what is going on within
our own nation, both good and bad aspects of
it. Young people are the biggest group of
non-voters within the United States’ popu-
lation of able voters. They believe that they
have too much work and things to do that
they do not vote, which is one of the few
ways that they could influence the govern-
ments direction and create a bigger voice for
themselves. If they were to get involved they
would be more aware of the occurrences hap-
pening in all the world’s countries and every
relationship each nation has with one an-
other. Therefore the young people would be
more knowledgeable, less ignorant, and have
more ability to state and try to stand up for
their views in the political process.

If you had the chance to change the world
for the better by one simple action, would
you? Being active in shaping the government
is one way to do this. Voting for the change
or way you believe the government should be
ran is your voice, why not use it? One per-
son’s vote can determine who is in office,
what bills are passed, and the actions of the
government. If a person votes it takes their
values, beliefs, and opinions are one more
step closer to actually happening. Voting,
stating, and claiming their ideas and opin-
ions can influence other people’s beliefs
around them and can eventually shape the
government.

Taking an active role in the government
can transform politics to fit your own views,
and change for the better of the nation. It
can also make you more aware of your sur-
roundings and less ignorant of what is actu-
ally happening in the world. Being active
within the political process can change the
world in many ways.

———

TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT 36TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on
April 11, we marked the 36 year anniversary
of the Taiwan Relations Act, which serves as
the legal foundation of our nation’s important
and enduring relationship with Taiwan.

The United States and Taiwan are united in
common interests and a shared commitment
to freedom and democracy. The Taiwanese
people share our same cultural values of re-
spect for individual liberties, freedom of
speech, adherence to the rule of law, and sup-
port for human rights. Taiwan also shares a
similar political system and works with our na-
tion on issues of global security and counter-
terrorism.

In addition to this close cultural, political,
and security relationship, the United States
and Taiwan also share a thriving economic
partnership. Bilateral trade between the United
States and Taiwan surpassed $67 billion last
year, making Taiwan now our 10th largest
trading partner—an impressive feat consid-
ering Taiwan’s relatively small size of only 23
million people. In fact, my home state of Flor-
ida exported nearly $300 million worth of
goods to Taiwan in 2013 alone, supporting
jobs and livelihood for American workers.

Over the last few decades, Taiwan’'s eco-
nomic and political ascension, with close
American cooperation, has proven to be one
of the great success stories in Asia, and we
look forward to many more decades of friend-
ship and mutual support.
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A TRIBUTE TO EMILEE
RICHARDSON

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Emilee
Richardson for being named a 2015 Forty
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral lowa publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each vyear, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Emilee has the determination and drive to
be successful in all of her pursuits, which is
highlighted by her exemplary work with the
Science Center of lowa. As the Marketing and
Communications Manager, she utilizes her
management abilities to develop new pro-
grams, like the Girls in Science Initiative to en-
courage girls to explore careers in science,
technology, engineering and mathematics. In
her free time, she serves on several boards to
help young people in her surrounding commu-
nity such as the Lead Like a Lady, Young
Nonprofit Professionals Network and American
Marketing Association lowa. In all aspects of
her life, Emilee is an example of the hard work
and service that makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Emilee in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Emilee on
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

——

HONORING LYDA HILL

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to honor
Lyda Hill, the 2015 recipient of the J. Erik
Jonsson Ethics Award from Southern Meth-
odist University’'s Cary M. Maguire Center for
Ethics and Public Responsibility.

Ms. Hill has been a philanthropic fixture in
the Dallas community for many years and has
generously donated to the many causes in
which she strongly believes. An alumnus of
the Hockaday School in Dallas, Ms. Hill do-
nated $20 million to fund the all-girls school’'s
science, technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) program. Ms. Hill recently donated
$10 million to the “I Stand for Parkland” cam-
paign at Parkland Hospital in Dallas and $50
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million to the University of Texas MD Ander-
son Cancer Center's Moon Shots Program in
Houston which has a goal to eliminate cancer
through improved detection and treatments.

Ms. Hill has tirelessly advocated for science
through her generosity and time dedicated to
the causes in which she believes. In 2013,
Ms. Hill was recognized as the only single
woman on the Philanthropy list for her esti-
mated hundreds of millions of dollars in dona-
tion to organizations focused on “game-chang-
ing” innovation and science research. In 2010,
Ms. Hill became a member of The Giving
Pledge, an initiative created by Bill and
Melinda Gates and Warren Buffett that en-
courages the world’s wealthiest people to
commit a large majority of their wealth to char-
ity. Ms. Hill certainly gives strategically and
generously and has pledged to donate all of
her assets to charity, mostly during her life-
time.

Ms. Hill is the daughter of the late Margaret
Hunt Hill, for whom the Margaret Hunt Hill
Bridge which spans the Trinity River in Dallas
was named. Ms. Hill supported the Margaret
Hunt Hill Bridge project and several other
community revitalization projects in the Dallas
area. Ms. Hill has chaired non-profit groups
such as the Crystal Charity Ball, Junior
League of Dallas, and the Dallas and Texas
chapters of the American Heart Association.

Ms. Hill was the recipient of the President’s
Volunteer Action Award and the Best of Amer-
ica Award in 1985 and in 1988, she was
named “Outstanding Volunteer in Texas” by
the Governor. Ms. Hill has earned many
awards throughout her lifetime as her contribu-
tions to health, science, public radio, edu-
cation, and veterans generously continue. |
appreciate the opportunity to recognize and
congratulate Lyda Hill on the occasion of her
winning the J. Erik Jonsson Ethics Award.

PAOLA OBISPO’'S ESSAY
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Paola Obispo attends Manvel High School
in Manvel, Texas. The essay topic is: in your
opinion, why is it important to be involved in
the political process?

In order for our current government to
function at its optimal levels, participation
in our democracy is vital. If citizens of the
United States are not aware of how the polit-
ical process works they are powerless and
have furthermore failed to aide their country
in reaching its full potential. It is impera-
tive that today’s citizens be knowledgeable
about politics because it is only by actively
participating in our political system that
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change and improvement will come to our
nation. The question ‘“Why should people be
politically active?” has a simple answer.
People should be politically active so that
the government reflects the interests of the
people who are being governed. In order for
all important problems in our government to
be addressed all stakeholders must make
known their intent to be heard.

The bigger and better question in politics
should be: Why are some groups of people not
voting or further becoming politically ac-
tive? According to the PBS News hour
website, only 34.6% of eligible voters turned
up for the 2014 midterm election.l This num-
ber had not been so low since 1944 when
World War II was being fought. Statistics
like this reveal the truth behind our democ-
racy and the fact that the majority of the
people do not rule as most Americans do not
participate.2 Although considerably more
people do vote in presidential elections the
percentage only rises to 58.2%.3 This new
presidential turnout percentage while im-
pressive compared to the midterm participa-
tion percentage appears dull when compared
to political participation found around the
world. It would be easy to point an accusa-
tory figure at those how abstain from voting
as lazy, irresponsible, and ignorant people
who deserve underrepresentation. However,
by accepting this stance it is assumed that a
vast number of Americans poses those nega-
tive characteristics. Therefore, there must
be an underlying cause to this systematic
disenfranchisement epidemic.

Possible causes to this disenfranchisement
would include the effects of voting dilution
through political gerrymandering and re-
strictive voting procedures. It is impossible
to deny that gerrymandering those not occur
as the odd shapes that compromise districts
speaks for itself and the fact that they tend
to always benefit the artist of such bizarre
and abstract divisions leaves a lot to be said.
However despite laws that prohibit this ma-
licious practice, lawmakers still blatantly
ignore the law. This act is not only harmful
to the opposing part as they lose an election,
it is harmful to democracy itself as it teach-
es Americans that their voice is not impor-
tant and will be impeded by those very peo-
ple meant to protect their liberty. Another
possible cause of voter discouragement could
be stricter voting requirements such as the
Voter ID law that was conveniently passed
right before the election. The most mali-
cious aspect of this law is that it was passed
right before an election and stripped many
voters of their right to vote.

———

HONORING CONSUELO RAYMOND
KAZEN

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the life of Consuelo Raymond
Kazen, a lifelong Laredoan and wife of our
former colleague, the late Congressman Abra-
ham “Chick” Kazen, Jr.

Consuelo R. Kazen died Sunday, March 22,
2015 in Laredo, Texas. Over the course of her
long life, Mrs. Kazen gave her “considerable
creative talents and passion” to a number of
community organizations, building up a reputa-
tion as a widely revered citizen and well-re-
spected teacher.

She was actively involved in the Pan Amer-
ican Round Table, the Texas Senate Ladies
Club, the Texas State Teachers Association,
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the Congressional Texas State Society, the
Society of Martha Washington, and the Laredo
Doll Club. A devoted Catholic, Connie was
also a Lady in the Equestrian Order of the
Holy Sepulchre.

Consuelo Raymond Kazen was born the 6th
of May 1919 to Mr. and Mrs. Manuel J. and
Santos Zapata Raymond Jr. who preceded
her in death. Her beloved husband, Congress-
man Abraham “Chick” Kazen, Jr.; sisters, Te-
resa Raymond Flores and Mary Sanchez; and
brother, Adolfo Raymond have also preceded
her in death. Mrs. Kazen is survived by her
sisters, Gloria Woods, Chabela Martinez and
Zita Coffey; brothers, Manuel J. (Angelina)
Raymond Jr. and Rolando (Amada) Raymond
her children, Abraham Kazen Ill, Norma
Kazen, Christina (Ronny) Attal, Catherine
Kazen, and Jo Betsy Kazen as well as eleven
grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren.
She will be remembered as a “nurturing moth-
er, grandmother, great-grandmother and
friend” who will be dearly missed by her fam-
ily, friends, and community.

Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to have the op-
portunity to honor the legacy of this great
Laredoan, Consuelo Raymond Kazen. Her
many contributions to South Texas and the
City of Laredo will not be forgotten.

A TRIBUTE TO CAILIN STOCKDALE
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Cailin
Stockdale for being named a 2015 Forty
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral lowa publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Cailin has the determination and drive to be
successful in all of her pursuits, which is high-
lighted by her exemplary work with Boys &
Girls Club of Central lowa. As the Director of
Marketing and Communication, she channels
her compassion and desire to help others and
grow this wonderful organization. In her free
time she serves her community through volun-
teering with Everybody Wins! lowa, GDMLI
and The Principal Charity Classic’s Networking
on the Green Committee. In all aspects of her
life, Cailin is an example of the hard work and
service that makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Cailin in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Cailin on
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work
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and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

———————

THAILAND’S FREEDOM OF THE
PRESS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Freedom to
say what you believe is a universal human
right but certain rulers do not seem to get that.

On March 25th, Prayuth Chan-ocha, the
junta leader and acting Prime Minister of Thai-
land warned journalists, “You don’t have to
support the government . . . but you should
report the truth . . . or we’ll probably just exe-
cute [you].”

Prayuth and his fellow generals took over
the elected government in a coup last May.
The country has been under martial law ever
since then. Prayuth can ban any political gath-
ering and the military can arrest and detain
whoever whenever they want—including jour-
nalists.

This latest threat should be taken seriously.

Freedom of speech is our first amendment
for a reason. It's the building block of all other
rights and to promote change for the good of
the people.

The rulers in Thailand should immediately
make clear that freedom of speech, including
freedom of the press, is a right that all the
people of Thailand can and should exercise.

And that’s just the way it is.

YUSSRA HAMID’S ESSAY

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Yussra Hamid attends Manvel High School
in Manvel, Texas. The essay topic is: in your
opinion, what role should government play in
our lives?

Euthanasia is the ‘“‘act or practice of kill-
ing or permitting the death of hopelessly
sick or injured individuals ... in a rel-
atively painless way”. Throughout the 20th
century there were events that brought the
legalities of euthanasia to the spotlight of
American politics, and recently, euthanasia
has once again emerged as a topic of debate
amongst the American public. Brittany May-
nard, a twenty-nine year old American diag-
nosed with malignant brain cancer (she was
given six months to live), died on November
1st by taking a lethal dose of medication in
Oregon where assisted suicide is permitted.
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Before her death, Maynard defended her deci-
sion by stating that she would rather die
with dignity than suffer the harsh symptoms
her brain cancer would inflict upon her. The
case of Brittany Maynard facilitated great
discussion over the topic of euthanasia and
whether it should be made legal across the
United States of America or not. While advo-
cates for assisted suicide may appear to have
a compelling argument, euthanasia should
not be permitted because its legalization will
corrupt the medical field and assisted suicide
is not protected by the Constitution.

When practicing, medical personnel are re-
quired to abide by the Hippocratic Oath, an
affidavit that establishes that physicians
will “‘[will not] give a deadly drug to any-
body who [asks] for it.”” Opponents of as-
sisted suicide state that if euthanasia were
legalized, it would breach the oath. Dr. Leon
Mass of President’s Council on Bioethics ar-
gued that physicians should not participate
in the administration of lethal drugs because
“the taboo against doctors killing patients

. . is the embodiment of reason and wisdom

. without it, medicine will have lost its
claim to be an ethical and trustworthy pro-
fession”. The practice would cause the dete-
rioration of physician-patient relationships
because the patient would not know if the
doctor has his/her best interest in mind or if
(the physician is receiving money from eu-
thanasia advocates for promoting the prac-
tice or from insurance companies that no
longer want to cover the terminally ill pa-
tient. While terminal diseases generally do
lead to the fast death of the individual, such
pressure on a patient could cause him/her to
make an impulsive decision that would vio-
late the patient’s right to the pursuit of hap-
piness, one guaranteed by the US Constitu-
tion.

As cases like Maynard’s gain attention, eu-
thanasia will continue to spur controversy
and its legality will be questioned in the Su-
preme Court. However, until the world be-
comes a utopian society where malpractice
is nonexistent, euthanasia should be illegal
because the practice violates the basic prin-
ciples of medicine and the Constitution.

————

A TRIBUTE TO DAVID
WOLNERMAN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize David Wolnerman of Des
Moines, lowa, for his bravery and resiliency
during a very dark time in world history. David
was born in Mocev, Poland, to Pinchas and
Hannah Wolnerman and at the age of 12 was
taken to his first work camp. Not long after,
David was moved to a concentration camp,
before he was ultimately liberated by General
Dwight D. Eisenhower at Dachau. It wasn’t
until after his time in the concentration camps
that he met his wife Jennie. After the war,
Jennie and David lived in Munich, Germany,
before eventually making their way to the
United States.

David and his family currently reside in Des
Moines, and as the last Holocaust survivor in
the state David has the unique opportunity to
tell his story. Later this week he will be recog-
nized by the Greater Des Moines Jewish Fed-
eration for his accomplishment and a book de-
tailing his life experiences will be shared with
the world.

| would like to thank David for his dedication
to the State of lowa and showing us just how
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resilient the human spirit can be. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating David and
his family for their accomplishments. | wish
them nothing but the best in the future.

———

RECOGNIZING CAROL SCHATZ’S
TENURE AS PRESIDENT/CEO OF
CENTRAL CITY ASSOCIATION OF
LOS ANGELES

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Carol Schatz on being
honored with the Heart of the City Award at
this year's “Treasures of Los Angeles” lunch-
eon. As president and chief executive officer
of the Central City Association (CCA) of Los
Angeles, Carol has played an integral role in
making Los Angeles one of the world’s great
cities—a growing and thriving metropolis, wel-
coming to businesses, investors, developers,
and travelers.

This year, Carol celebrates her 25th year at
the Central City Association of Los Angeles.
That is a remarkable milestone, and it is worth
reviewing her successes during that time.

Under Carol’'s leadership, CCA has been
one of the leading business advocacy organi-
zations in the City and County of Los Angeles,
coordinating with community leaders and
elected officials to make Los Angeles a better
place to live and work.

In Downtown Los Angeles, development
and investment are at record levels. Down-
town is now home to more than 50,000 resi-
dents, with units to house another 15,000
under construction or in the process of being
approved.

Carol has played a critical role in Down-
town’s renaissance. At her direction, CCA has
worked to transform and revitalize the area
through a broad set of strategies ranging from
mixed-use/mixed-income projects to new
transportation amenities. Carol initiated an
Adaptive Reuse Ordinance to make Downtown
a housing destination, and coordinated state
funding and incentives to help developers turn
empty office buildings into brand-new housing.
CCA also joined with the Los Angeles City
Council to help reinstitute the Civic Center Au-
thority, which developed a master plan for the
area.

In 1997, Carol’s efforts led to the creation of
the Downtown Center Business Improvement
District, a coalition of property owners in the
heart of Downtown L.A. With Carol at its helm,
the DCBID has brought substantial new resi-
dential and commercial investment to Down-
town, and has made it a safer and cleaner
place to live.

Carol Schatz’s vision, hard work, and perse-
verance have garnered her much praise from
city and state leaders, and the “Heart of the
City” award is just the latest well-deserved ex-
ample. | have worked with Carol for many
years to keep Los Angeles moving forward,
and am proud to call her a friend. | ask my
colleagues to join me in congratulating her on
this great honor.
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HONORING MATT COLIN
HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today with my colleague Congressman
TED DEUTCH to congratulate Head Coach Matt
Colin, a dear family friend, for his outstanding
leadership with the Wellington High School
Boys’ Basketball team. On February 29, he—
alongside his brother Mike Colin, varsity As-
sistant Coach—led the Wolverines to their first
state championship.

Coach Colin’s leadership has been widely
recognized. He received the “Coach of the
Year” from the Florida High School Athletic
League for 8A Basketball.

In addition to the state championship,
Coach Colin guided the Wolverines through a
historic season record of 29-3 and the pro-
gram’s longest winning streak of 16 consecu-
tive wins.

In pursuit of their first state championship,
the Wolverines adopted the San Antonio
Spurs’ “Pound the Rock” mantra. Coach Colin
used this phrase to motivate his students to
persevere throughout the season, despite all
odds. This is a principle that rings true in all
aspects of life and has helped his students
grow into leaders among their peers.

It brings me great joy to honor his leader-
ship and mentorship in our community. | wish
Coach Colin and the Wolverines continued
success.

———

A TRIBUTE TO JOE STOPULOS
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Joe
Stopulos for being named a 2015 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Joe has the determination and drive to be
successful in all of his pursuits, which is high-
lighted by his exemplary work with Holmes
Murphy & Associates Inc. As an Account Ex-
ecutive, his work-ethic and determination allow
him to continuously grow his sales business.
In his free time Joe likes to dedicate himself
to serving others and being a leader in his
community, volunteering at numerous church
activities and leadership events. In all aspects
of his life, Joe is an example of the hard work
and service that makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Joe in the United States
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Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Joe on re-
ceiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.
—

RECOGNIZING THE LIBRARIES OF
JACKSON, MICHIGAN

HON. TIM WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the rich tradition of libraries serving
Jackson, Michigan.

Libraries in our community date back to
March 15, 1864 when the Young Men’s Asso-
ciation (YMA) established a reading room. In
late 1865, it turned into a subscription library
for YMA members.

In 1885, the Jackson Public Library was
formed following a new law allowing cities to
use tax revenue to support a free public li-
brary.

In 1929, the Jackson County Library was
created for residents living outside the city of
Jackson.

The two separate entities merged together
in 1978 to form the Jackson District Library.

Today, the Jackson District Library is a vital
anchor of the Jackson community where resi-
dents of all ages come to learn, research, and
discover.

From story-time for children to researching
family histories to taking an online course, the
library provides a wide range of services.

A hub for community activity, the library will
coordinate a festival in May 2015 for nationally
recognized storytellers where over eleven
thousand children will attend.

The Jackson District Library is a place
where residents gather freely to learn and dis-
cuss the important issues of the day and
where they are continually inspired to acquire
more knowledge and skills.

| ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating 150 years of libraries in Jackson Coun-
ty, thank these institutions for all they con-
tribute to the community, and wish them an-
other 150 years of success.

A TRIBUTE TO MIKE TAYLOR
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Mike Tay-
lor for being named a 2015 Forty Under 40
honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each vyear, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
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are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Mike has the determination and drive to be
successful in all of his pursuits, which is high-
lighted by his exemplary work at Midwest
Growth Partner. As Managing Partner, Mike
works with others to make solid investments
and avoid risk. Mike spends his free time serv-
ing others by volunteering as a youth football
coach at the local YMCA. Mike’s outstanding
work ethic and dedication to service, both pro-
fessionally and personally, makes our state
proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Mike in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Mike on re-
ceiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

MANZI MASOZERA’S ESSAY

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Manzi Masozera attends Pearland High
School in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is:
in your opinion, what role should government
play in our lives?

Ever since the beginning of time, an insti-
tution that organizes a group of human
beings has been essential to the stability of
any civil society. From the governing bodies
of Ancient Greece to Ancient Babylon, gov-
ernment has been around for millennia. Its
existence allows for citizens to know what
they can or cannot do according to law. Good
government brings forth social and political
order and creates the most humanly possible
form of freedom and equality. Whenever
someone breaks the law, whenever someone
is on trial, or whenever someone fights for
what he or she believes in, the government is
there as an aid to make sure justice is
served. I believe that the government’s role
in our daily lives is to abide by the Declara-
tion of Independence and protect our inalien-
able rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. The differentiating factor of the
American government versus the govern-
ments of other countries is the fact that
America was the first to establish a written
constitution that had a bill of rights and was
the first to write down the idea of ‘“‘God-
given’ inalienable rights which for years
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prior was only conceptualized. While the
government states our laws and rights,
someone has to be there to enforce it in
order for us to retain stability. This is why
in our democracy, we have the ability to
elect our leaders to govern over us. In Amer-
ica we have the rights to elect senators, con-
gressmen/women, and presidents. These lead-
ers play an important role in our lives be-
cause they make sure that the law is fol-
lowed and they even propose new laws that
they feel may improve the status of the
country. A good government also allows its
citizens to remove leaders if they don’t abide
by the same laws that the citizens are re-
quired to follow. Overall, government is an
essential institution that allows for order
and stability in our societies. It is necessary
for justice to be served for the ones who need
it, and protection for the inhabitants of the
country. The role government plays in our
daily lives is important because it allows for
peace to prevail in the ever-growing and
globalized world that we live in.

————

A TRIBUTE TO KEVIN TIERNAN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Kevin
Tiernan for being named a 2015 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on the combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Kevin has the determination and drive to be
successful in all of his pursuits, which is high-
lighted by his exemplary work at Bankers
Trust Co., where he is the Vice President of
Sales and Development. It is clear Kevin has
a passion for finance and his community.
Kevin spends his free time serving as a men-
tor for the “| Have a Dream Foundation,”—he
also serves on the Community Youth Con-
cepts board of directors. His work ethic and
dedication to service has and will continue to
make our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Kevin in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Kevin on
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

————

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-

April 13, 2015

tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday,
April 14, 2015 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
APRIL 15

Time to be announced
Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
Business meeting to continue consider-
ation of an original bill entitled,
‘“Every Child Achieves Act of 2015, an
original bill entitled, “WIOA Technical
Amendments Act”, and the nomina-
tions of Ericka M. Miller, of Virginia,
to be Assistant Secretary for Postsec-
ondary Education, and Michael Keith
Yudin, of the District of Columbia, to
be Assistant Secretary for Special Edu-
cation and Rehabilitative Services,
both of the Department of Education.
TBA
9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on SeaPower
To receive a closed briefing on the major
threats facing Navy forces and the
Navy’s current and projected capabili-
ties to meet those threats in review of
the Defense Authorization Request for
fiscal year 2016 and the Future Years
Defense Program.
SVC-217
Committee on Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine American
food aid, focusing on why reform mat-

ters.
SD-419
10 a.m.
Committee on Environment and Public
Works

To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the President’s proposed budget re-
quest for fiscal year 2016 for the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission.

SD-406
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs

To hold hearings to examine IRS chal-
lenges in implementing the Affordable
Care Act.

SD-342
Committee on the Judiciary

To hold hearings to examine the need to

reform asset forfeiture.
SD-226
10:30 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Department of Defense

To hold closed hearings to examine pro-
posed budget estimates and justifica-
tion for fiscal year 2016 for the national
intelligence and military intelligence
programs

SvVCe-217
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Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2016 for military construc-
tion and military family housing for
select combatant commanders and se-
lect defense agencies.
SD-124
1:30 p.m.
Special Committee on Aging
To hold hearings to examine the IRS im-
personation scam and the govern-
ment’s response.
SD-562
2 p.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Department of Home-
land Security
To hold hearings to examine funding the
Department of Homeland Security role
in cybersecurity, focusing on protec-
tion to partnership.
SD-138
2:15 p.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations
Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.
S-116
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces
To hold hearings to examine the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administra-
tion plans and programs in review of
the Defense Authorization Request for
fiscal year 2016 and the Future Years
Defense Program.
SR-222
Joint Economic Committee
To hold hearings to examine if taxes are
holding back small business growth.
SD-G50
2:45 p.m.
Select Committee on Intelligence
To receive a closed briefing on certain
intelligence matters.
SH-219

APRIL 16

Time to be announced
Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
Business meeting to continue consider-
ation of an original bill entitled,
‘“‘BEvery Child Achieves Act of 2015, an
original bill entitled, ‘“WIOA Technical
Amendments Act”, and the nomina-
tions of Ericka M. Miller, of Virginia,
to be Assistant Secretary for Postsec-
ondary Education, and Michael Keith
Yudin, of the District of Columbia, to
be Assistant Secretary for Special Edu-
cation and Rehabilitative Services,
both of the Department of Education.
TBA
9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine U.S. Pacific
Command and U.S. Forces Korea in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2016 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program.
SD-G50
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10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2016 for the Department of
Education.
SD-124
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine regulatory
burdens to obtaining mortgage credit.
SD-538
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources
To hold hearings to examine the Energy
Information Administration’s annual
energy outlook for 2015.
SD-366
Committee on the Judiciary
Business meeting to consider pending ex-
ecutive business.
SD-226
2 p.m.
Select Committee on Intelligence
To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters.

SH-219
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,

Science, and Related Agencies
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2016 for the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration.
SD-192

APRIL 20

3 p.m.

Committee on Homeland Security and

Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the 2020
Census, focusing on challenges facing
the bureau for a modern, cost-effective

survey.

SD-342

APRIL 21

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Peter Levine, of Maryland, to
be Deputy Chief Management Officer of
the Department of Defense.

SH-216
10 a.m.
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry

To hold hearings to examine opportuni-
ties and challenges for agriculture
trade with Cuba.

SR-328A
Committee on Foreign Relations
Subcommittee on State Department and
USAID Management, International Op-
erations, and Bilateral International
Development

To hold hearings to examine improving
the efficiency and effectiveness of the
Department of State.

SD-419
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APRIL 22
10 a.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

To hold hearings to examine reauthoriza-
tion of and potential reforms to the
Land and Water Conservation Fund.

SD-366
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support

To hold hearings to examine reform of
the defense acquisition system in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2016 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program.

SR-232A
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces

To hold hearings to examine Air Force
and Navy nuclear programs and the im-
plementation of nuclear enterprise re-
view recommendations in review of the
Defense Authorization Request for fis-
cal year 2016 and the Future Years De-
fense Program.

SR-222

APRIL 23

10 a.m.
Committee on Finance
Subcommittee on Health Care
To hold hearings to examine the impact
of the medical device tax on jobs, inno-
vation, and patients.

SD-215
APRIL 28
10 a.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

To hold hearings to examine the Admin-
istration’s Quadrennial Energy Review.

SD-366
APRIL 30
10 a.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

To hold hearings to examine S. 703, to re-
authorize the weatherization and State
energy programs, S. 720, to promote en-
ergy savings in residential buildings
and industry, and S. 858, to amend the
National Energy Conservation Policy
Act to encourage the increased use of
performance contracting in Federal fa-

cilities.
SD-366
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests,
and Mining
To hold hearings to examine the Bureau
of Land Management’s final rule on hy-
draulic fracturing.
SD-366
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